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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pam,, and read prayers.

QUESTION—WILUNA STATE BAT-
TERY, ENGINEER.

Hon. P, A. BAGLIN asked the Minister
for Education: 1, Is the Minjster aware that
the Government are calling for applications
for the position of engineer to the Wiluna
State battery? £, What are the qualifica-
tigns required and what is the salary offered?
3, Is he of the opinion that the salary offered
is adequate? 4, If not, will he urge upon
the Minister for Mines the necessity for in-
creasing the salary offered?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re.

plied: 1, Yes. 2, A sound knowledge of
blacksmithing, fitting and turning; also a
knowledge of gas engines and general milling
work. 3, Yes. 4, Answered by No. 3.

QUESTION—ROYAL DINING CAR,
CROCKERY.

Hon. F. A. BAGLIN asked the Minister
for Edueation: 1, Is he aware that the crock-
ery purchased by the Government for the use
of the Prince and his staff in the speeial rail-
way dining car was, by instructions, de-
stroyed? 2, On whose authority was the
smashing of this crockery earried out 3,
Are the Government prepared to give the
-name of the public officer responsiblet 4
Do the Government condone the aet?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied? 1, No. 2, 3, 4, Answered by Neo. L
If the hon. member desires to purchase a cup
or saucer as 4 souvenir, any offer he makes
will be considered.

¥

QUESTION—SAVINGS BANK DE-
PORITS, INTEREST.

Hon, J. CUNNINGHAM asked the Min-
ister for Educatien: Is it the intention of
the Govermment to take action similar to that
taken by the Government of New South Wales
regarding State Savings Bank deposits, and
increase the rate of interest to 4 per cent. on
deposits up to £500%

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: Interest at ¢ per ceent. is paid by
State Government Savings Bank on fixed de-
pesits up to £1,000 for 12 months, and 314
pef cent. on deposits on current account,
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which ig limited to £1,000. It is not the pre-
sent intention of the Government to raise the
rate of interest on deposits on current ae-
eount.

QUESTION—CLD AGE PENSIONERS,
RELIEF. i
Hon. J. Wi, HICKEY asked the Minister
for Education; 1, Are the Government pre-
pared to reconsider the question of granting
relief to old age pensioners? 2, Has the
officer who makes recommendations with res-
pect to assistance to old age pensioners been-
acquainted with the Government’s decision?
3, If so, when?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, No. 2, Yes. 3, About three weeks
ago.

QUESTION—STALLIONS REGISTRA-
TION BILL.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY asked the Honor-
ary Minigter: In the interests of horse breed-
ing, is it the intention of the Government to
bring down this session a measure to provide
for the registration of stallions? ’

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (for
the Honorary Minister). replied: The matter
is under conaideration.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
) Tenth Day, Concluasion.
Debate resomed from the previous day.

Hon. G, J. G. W. MILES (North) [4.35}:
I wisk to offer my congratulations to the
new members, and also to Mr. Ewing on his
appoiniment to the position of Chairman of
Committees. I congratulate the leader of the
Honse on his appointment as Minister for the
North-West. 1 regret that my colleague,
Sir Edward Wittenoom, is not present this
afternoen. I was rather surprised at the
views he expressed, more particularly in re-
gard to Btate trading concerns. I wag pur-
prised that he had joined the ranks of the
followers of the prestnt Government in ad-
vocating these concerns, in that he said he
was in favour of State railways, steamships,
and implement works. It is gratifying to
learn from the Governor’s Speech that such
a good season is being experienced and that
the ontlook for production throughout the
State is most promising. I am glad that
the Government are doing sueh good work
in settling our returned soldiers on the land.
During the course of the debate on the
amendment to the Address-in-reply Mr. Bag-
lin referred to the repurchase of estates. I
think the Government are doing quite right
in repurchasing estates on which to settle
returned soldiers provided they are mot buy-
ing out one settler and putting only .one man
on that area. In those eases where the Gov-
ernment have purchased estates they are set-
tling three or four spldiers on areas pre-
viously occupied by only one settler. Para-
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graph 9 of the Speech refers to the develop-
ment of the North and I am picased to see re-
ferences to what the Government intend to
do. A vigorous immigration poiicy is being
adopted and if this is carried out it will be
one means of helping us to straighten
our finances, While on this question 1
would offer my congratulations to the Ugly
Men’s Association, who are deing sueh good
work for immigrants arriving here by assist-
ing to place them on the land. Regarding
finance and taxation I have said before om
the subject of the income tax that those
people who propose the taxation of other
members of the ecommunity and desire exemp-
tion for themselves—an exemption is only a
bogey—would be well advised to withdraw
the opposition which they always display
when the question of the income tax is before
Parliament. Everyone, whether earning £1
or £10 a week, should pay something in the
way of taxation. If this were the law the
employer could be required to see that a
stamp was attached to the wages sheet, and
the inecome tax could be colleeted in that
way. Thus a man earning £1 a week wonld
pay 1d., and a man earning £4 a week would
pay 4d. The taxation could be graduated
in that way, and could be made as bigh as
the Government liked. If my suggestion
were carried out, there would be a eonsider-
able saving in the cost of collecting the in-
come ta¥, and it could no longer be said to
be class taxation, as all persoms in the com-
munity in receipt of inecmes would be pay-
ing their share, The workers complain. of
getting low wages, and of being unable to
live on their wages. My reply to that is
that their wages could be increased in order
to enable them to pay the taxation. If they
would only think over this suggestion and
endorse it, they would be doing pood work
for themselves and for the whole of the
community, .

Hon. F. A. Baglin: Increass the wages
first of all.

Hon, G. J. G. W. MILES: The workers’
wages could be increased, and they are being
‘inereased. It is only a bogey to say that a
man earning £4 a webk cannot pay 44. in
taxation. He conld do with one long beer
‘less per week, and pay that amount by way
-of taxation. Then it could not be thrown up
:at such people that only one section of the
‘eomununity was contributing to -the taxation
of the country. Under a scheme of this kind
2 good deal more revenue would be collected
and the Taxation Department would neced to
deal only with the employers. It would cost
nothing to collect the taxation from salaried
and wages men, excepiing the cost of print-
ing the stamps. I hope that if the Govern-
ment have any intention of inereasing the in-
come tax they will consider this suggestion.
The taxation on unimproved land should be
increased, and the Government could obtain
additjonal revenue from that source. In
order to effect economies, humhers of mem-
. bers have advocated an amalgamation of the
Federal and State Taxation Deparfments.
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If that could be. bronght about, another con-

siderable saving-c¢ould be effected to the peo-
ple of the State. The Federal and State
Savings Banks’ business could well be con-
dueted by one institution, aud surely some
agrepment could be arrived at between the
two Governments so that the State would
get the use of a fair share of the money
deposited with the bank. I regret that the
Government have considéred it necessary fo
inerease the railway fares and freights. Per-
sonally, I think it is wrong to tax the man
out baeck., The further away & miner or.
wheat grower is, the higher are the rates he
is called upon to pay, particularly in freights
and fares, In the metropolitan area the rail-
ways ecarry passengers and goods ai a very
nominal figure, whereas a man, say at Meeka.
tharra, has to pay a higher rate per mile
than does a man who is travelling to a pie-
ture show or theatre in Perth or Fremantle,
This is a wrong prineiple to adopt if we
wish to develop the country. I hope the Gov-
ernmeni will go into the question again and
adopt the zone system. According to the pro-
gramme of legislation mentioned in the Gov-
prnor’s Speech, the Government intend to
introduce a Bil to amend the Mining De-
velopment Act. I hope they will accept the

' guggestion thrown out by Mr. Dodd and Mr.

Cunningham in regard to the Mines Regu-
lation Act and the Workers’ Compensation
Aet. I congratulate both of those gentle-
men on the arguments they advanced, par-
ticularly with regard to the Workers’ Com-
pensation Act. That law ought to be brought
up to date. As Mr. Cunningbam pointed
out, the £2 per week allowed now is insuffi-
cient. I endorse what he said with regard
to the people having to go to the insurance
companies, by whom they are told that if
they want the cash they must aceept some-
thing less than £2 per week. The insurance
ecmpanies take the view that if cash is paid,
the recipients shomld be satisfied wiith a smal-
ler amount, The Government could very well
increase the allowance to the men whe come
under that Act. T regret that the strike of
¢ivil servants took place. As I told some of
the heads at the time, it was a standing dis-
grace to those responsible for it.  That a
body of educated men should bring about
such a poeition that, when the children wént
to school, they found their teachers on atrike,
was indecd a bad example to the rising
generation, Whatever happened, the civil
servants should not have gone to the extent
of striking. I admit that the Government
have not done their duty towards the civil
service, and I do not single out the present
Government any more than previous Gov-
ernments. I endorse what Mr. Ewing said
that, if the service had been placed on pro-
per lines years ago, the work of the State
could be carried on by probably one-third
of the number of employees, who could be
paid better wages and who would give more
efficient service. My suggestion is that a
board consisting of three bousiness men
should be appointed to reclassify the whole
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of the serviee. If this were done, the ecivil
service would be perfectly satisfied. Business
men would not wish to see any employee
working for a low rate of wages. They would
be desirous of paying men aceording to their
work, but T regret to say that Goveraments
in the past have not recogmised that brains
and ability miust be paid for. I have pointed
out in previous years that, if I had control,
I would double the salaries of heada of de-
. partments at once, and tell them to run the
departments on business lines, and that if
the right men are not at the head of the
departments; they would have te make
room for others. If that method were adopted
we shonld have an efficient service, and it
would be the means of eventually saving
hundreds of thousands of pounds to the
State. I am pleased” to see that the Gov-
ernment are at last going to do something
to settle the South-West portion of the
State. In our South-West, as I have said
before, we have a territory as rich as Vie-
toria, and one which would be carrying as
- many people as Vietoria if it were properly
handled and developed. I hope the Govern-
ment will go right through the swamp lands
- ag far ag Busselton and open them up: Al
" the duiry products we are now importing

conld, T feel sure, be grown in that area,.

with the help of the eastern portion of the
Btate.
mient intend to go 'on with the construetion
of the Margaret River railway, and I hope
thiey will carry out their promise to the
people of Esperance and complete * the
FEsperance Northwards railway at an early
date. I was pleased to- hear Mr. Ewing’s
argument with regard to Collie coal, and T
¢ompliment him on the able manwer in
wlich he put the case for the industry.
Undoubtedly Cellie coal has been one of our
very best assets: Coal and iron are the two
best minerals that any ecountry can have,

and’ their .further development here will’

mean the establishment of. an industry
which will gwe employment to thousands
of people in this State, T observe that it
_is the intention of the Government to carry
out the Labour policy, especially with re-
gard to ships, I regret that we now find
practically the whole of the mombers of
this House agreeing te carry ouf the pohcy
of State trading eoncerns. 1 hope Ministers
will be rewarded for this at the next elec-
tion by being returned unopposed, in view
of the fact that they are carrying. out the
policy of the Opposition. With regard to
ship building, when the
built T hope the Government will adopt a
type of steamer that can burn Collie coal.
It can be done if the right kind of bunker
is providéd. On that phase of the Collie
coal industry I have said before, and I think
it is worth repeating, that the engineer of
iht “Minderoo” has informed me that,
taking cost into consideration, he gets bet-
ter results from Collie coal than from: any
imported coal, Steamers edgn bé built suit:
able for burning our local fuel, ‘and that is
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I am glad to know that the Govern--

phiipg are being.
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a point whieh should be observed if the
Government intend to persevere with Siate
trading concerns. With regard te the
North-West, I have already complimented
the leader of the House upon his appoint-
ment as Minister for the North-West. In
that capacity he has an opportunity of
making a name for himself and for his Gov-
ernment by develeping ihe North of this
country, In forming his department I hope
he will pay decent salaries so as to get the
right men. If there iz to be a Commis-
sioner for the North-West, nothing less than
£1,500 a year should be offered him. That
ig, of course, provided we get the right
man; and if we do not give the right salary
we shall not get the right man, and the re-
snlt will be that the new depdrtment will
drift into the old red-tape methods of the
departments generally. As regards the
shipping service to the North-West coast,
I have always maintained that if the State
had not interfered in the shipping there
would have been a Jecent service om the
coast. Prior to the establishment of the
Btate. Steamship Service we had a decent
service on the North-West coast, with three
companies: competing and a regular mail
service. The State got the £5,000 Common-
weslth subsidy for the carriage of mailg,
though the State Steamship Servide has -
rever fulfiiled the contract. If the Gov-
ernment of thiz State paid the fines due to
the Commonwealth for failure to carry out
the- mail contract, they would be paying
the Commonwealth abont £10,000 a year in-
stead of receiving £5,000 subsj.dy apmally.
Tf the State were to get Tight ont of the
business now, the private shipping eom-
pamies wonld eome in and provide a better
sorvice, In faet, private ships are to-day
bringing down ecattle for the workers of
Perth at 10s. per- head less than. the State
clhiarges. :

The Minister -for Education: Where- did
you get that information?

Hon, G J, & W, MILES: I got it on
pretty” good authority.

The Minister for Education: It is ridicu-
lous,

Hon. G. J. G. W. MILES It iz not.
ridienlous. If the Government are going to
run z State Bteamship Service or any other
gervice of the kind, let them appeint busi-

_ness men who understand suveh matters to

mn them; I have previously referred in
this House to the appointment of the man-
ager of ihe State Steamship Service. The
Labour party offered £400 a year for a
manager—a salary subsequently inereased
to £600. Then applications were called,
and it was stated that the Govermment
were prépared to give preference to re-
turned spldiers. What happened? They
appointed a maw whe had previously been
acecountant fo the service, as general maan-
ager. Why is it thag the workers are so
much in favour of these State trading con-
cernsd  To get men at lower salaries than
they receive from private employers§ To-
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day the captain of a private steamer gets
50 per cent. more salary than the general
manager of the State Steamship Service.

Hon, T. Moore: Is the manager of our
State Steamship Service a returned soldierf
Hon. G. J. G. W. MILES: No; bu{ a re-
turned soldier who had some experience on
the North-West coast and had been trained
on a ship was turned down, If the Gov-
ernment are going to continue State trad-
ing concerns, they must pay decent salaries.
The proper salary for the mamager of the
State Steamship Bervice would be £1,500 or
£2000 a year. It is no vse going on with
the State trading concerns as they have
been run in the past, We find the Govern-
ment now sending Home a man to confer
with the Admiralty in regard to the build-
ing of wteamers. In another place, the
Minister said he did not know wheiker this
man had any qualifications or not; at
any rate, the Minister said something
next door to that. I think it was stated
in this House that the genileman in
question was not a marine engineer, Had
the Giovernment appointed a qualified marine
engineer to the position of superintendent,
the State would have been paved tens of
thonsands of pounds. On the last occasion
when the *‘Ewinana’’ went to Singapore the
so-called superintendent sent the steamer into
dock on a Saturday and wanted her out on
the Monday. The dock engineer said thia
was impossible. ‘‘Oh,’’ said the superin-
tendent, ‘‘we only want her bottom attended
to; we will attend to the rest in Fremantle.’”
The engineer agked, ‘‘How is her tail
shaft?’’ It was ascerfained from one of
the steamer’s engineers that the tail shaft
was down half an inech. I do mot think the
stperintendent knew what the tail shaft was.
It appears also that he did not know whether
it made any difference that the tail shaft
was down half an inch.  The ship was in
dock at Singapore for a few weeks, and when
she came back to Fremantle she had to spend
another three weeks in dock, which at £100
a day must mean a very considerable loss to
the State on this one fransaction. If, as ap-
pears from the notification of a Bill to ap-
point a Commissioner to control State trading
. concerns, it is the intention of the Govern-
ment to carry on these things, they must be
prepared to face the music, and that means,
pay men who understand these businesses to
ran them. In this connection let me men-
tion that the State Steamship Service at one
time had a superintendent named Butcher.
I do not know the gentleman, I do not know
auy of these gentlemen even by sight. Mr,
Butcher had an extra engineer’s certificate,
and beeause he would not rigk his reputation
at the will of the head of the department
and give a eertificate of seaworthiness for a
ship when she was not seaworthy, he eventu-
ally left the service. Al that partieular stage
I believe the leader of the House was the
Minister eontrolling the State Steamship Ser-
vice, and he upheld the engineer and said
that the ship had to be repaired before she
went to sea. However, the result is that Mr.

amount of reventie.

[COUNOCIL.]

Buteher is now employed by the Common-
wealth Government. He iz a competent man.
8o far 4s I know the only qualification pos-
sessed by the man who has been appointed
superintendent is that he had charge of a
launch on the Swan River, the ‘‘Cygnet.'’
He is the marine engineer we have running
our ships. Moreover, the (lovernment have
sent this man Home fo advise as to the class
of ship that should be built. It seems to me
a scandalous state of affairs when we have
a Government of supposed business men, re-
turned as opponents of State enterprises,
continuing to run them in thig slipshod man-
nerT. As regards North-Western shipping,
the North-West wants nothing that it is not

repared to pay for., We do not want the

tate to run a service at a loss for us, If,
however, the Government ingist on running a
gervice, let them get a business man to run
it on business lines, I am glad to ses -that
the Government intend bringing in a Bill to
amend the law relating to pastoral leases. I
hope that when the Bill dees come forward
the Government will have correct information
to give to members of Parliament regarding
the various clauses. The Government did not
intentionally mislead us on a previous ocea-
gion, but when the Bill was going through we
urderstood that certain conditions would ap-
ply—{for instance, that there was a limit of
one million acres to single holdings. We

-find, however, that the pastoralists are getting *

round that Jimitation. They are not doing
anything unlawful; the flaw is in the.Aect,
and is due to bad drafting. It is necessary
tkat a pastoralist whether he ig a big holder
or a small holder should have ‘security of
tenure. The only safeguard the community
to-day have is that the leases were extended
tn 1948 subject to the land being classified.
In the meantime the pastoralist has to pay
double rent until the Jand has been classi-
fied. X want to see the land claspified and
a fair rent fixed. Otherwise the Govern-
ment will have given the heritage of the
pecple away until 1948. When that land
has been clasgified then, if the owner is not
satisfied with the classification, he will be
abla to appeal to 1 board which is {o be ap-
pointed by the Government., It has been
recommended by the North Australian Rail-
way League that there should be a provigion
in our land legislation by which a pastoralist
who is dissatisfied with the classification of
his land can appeal to the board, the decieion -
of the board to be final. The clagsifiers are
appointed by the Government. In the first
place they should mot make the classifieation
too low, but yet they should not make it too
high. It is better, however, that it shonid
be too high than that it should be too low;
for this reasom, that if it is not made high
enough it cannot be dealt with again under
the existing law until after 15 years; and
there is a further section providing that the
rent ¢an only be increased by 50 per cent.,
S0 my adviee to the Government is to sde
that the land is properly classified, and
then there will be an opportunity to obtain
from our pastoral areas a considerable
I hope the work of
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classification will be proceeded with immedi-
ately. The pastoralists are anxious to know
what their rents will be. If the advice which
T have offered is taken, the State will get
more revénue out of its pastoral lands than
Tost: people in the eity think. As I have
already pointed out, the argument I used was
that the pastoralists asked for nothing for
which they were not prepared to pay, and
for the extra 20 year:s they said they would
be prepared to snrrender their leases and
take them up again at donble the rent, sub-
joct of course to classificafion. ' That is what
has happened, and if the Government will
see that the leases are properly classified, the
interests of the community will be properly
protected.

, Hon. V. Hamersley: Many will be looking
for a refund. :

Hen. G. J. G. W. MILES: In some cases
that may be so, bhecause the pastoralists may
be entitled to a refund, but in other cases
where the land is worth pounds per thounsand
acres they are paying at the present time
only shillings. In advocating the construe-
tion of the North-West railway, I am very
keen on seeing it built, and if it goes through
the North-West,-as I hope it will, its eon-
struction will have to be taken into considera-
tion when the pastoral areas are being ‘classi-
fled, In the amending Bill ‘which it is pro-
posad to introdumee there should be provision
for the insertion of a clause in the lease to
provide that if the railway does go through
the digtrict the land shenld be once more re-
classified. As Mr. Rose advocated last might,
that the construction of =a railway line
through the Peel estate shounld be carried out
on the betterment principle, so I would ad-
vocate the construction of a railway in the
North-West, If that is brought about, in-
gtead of it being a wild-cat scheme, ag some
of my friends stated when we first advocated
the construction of the line, a great deal of
country will be opened vp, and we shall be
able to give pastoralists faeilities for
getting their stock and their produce away
by rail to other parts of the State, and
also to the freezing and canning works,
and ships ean bhe obtained to remove
the stock and the produce from the ports.
In connection with the shipping service
for the North-West coast, it has been said
to me outside the House that if I had put as
much energy into advocating a shipping ser-
vic as I have done in connection with my
edvocacy of the North-West railway, I would
have done some good for the country. But
hon. members krow that no one has talked
more about ships for the North-West coast
than I have, The gutter-snipe knows that
we wan{ ships on the coast, and it is not
necessary for me to impress it on the House
any more than I have already done. My
contention, however, is that we shall always
get a3 befter service from ships eontrolled
by private enterprise, - -~ - - '

Hon. J. W. Hickey: Why not build the
railway by private enterprise?

- Hon. G. J. G. W. MILES: Tt is" not the

policy of the State to allow private enter-.

prise to build railways, I do not think hon.
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members would like to see private enter-
prise conirol the railways of the State. With
regard to the development of the North, I
had {ke pleasure the other day of entertain-
ing Mr. Kidman who had just returned from
America and England, ard when he saw
some of the plans that we had prepared, and
observed Mr. Canning’s surveyed stock route
from Hall’s Creek to Wiluna, and the
stretch of country where water could be ob-
tained at depths of from &ft. to 60ft, at
distances of 12 or 13 miles, he said, ‘‘Yon
do not mean to say that you have this well-
watered country unstocked.’’ This eountry
is 150 miles east of the railway line, the
construction of which we are advocating,
and Mr, Kidmar told me that in America
they truck stock 2,000 miles, There they
take the stock out of the trains every 26
hours and feed them on oil eake and luncerne,
What a saving it would be if we had this
railvay constructed to emable us to get ounr
stock down to market. On the oceasion of
the recent visit.the couniry that- we had the
pleasure of seeing was a great surprise to
everyhody, and I want to thank the Premier

‘and. the leader of -the House for giving

those members who made the trip the oppor-
tunity of going there and seeing what the
Kimberley portion of the areas we visited was
like. I bad not had the opportunity of see-
ing that territory before and I regretted
very much that all the members of Parlia-
ment did not join us on that trip. Years ago
when the Hon., Frank Wilson was alive,
that gentleman, together with Mr, Holmes
and Mr. Colebatch—they are stili alive I
am glad to say—I1 had the honour to enter-
tain  at dinner with some Kimberley
people, the object being to educate them as
to the possibilities of the Kimberley country.
The scheme which wag outlined then we have
gone on with, and we have now the pcople
of the whole of Auvstralia interested in our
north. We have alse His Royal Highness
the Prince of Waleg interested in it, and we
also interested the British Pressmen who ae-
companied the Prinee to Australia, In
speaking at a re-union dinner which we had
after the trip through tBe north, I said then
and I want to repeat it now, that the Jap-
anese laundryman knows more of Australia-
than the average Australian himself, Our
last plan which we prepared on a scale of
50 miles 1o the inch is taken from a Japanese
magazine ll)aublished two years ago, and it
shows the British Isles and the countries of
Europe dotted around the fringa of Austra-
Ha, while the centre of Awstralia is left
blank and in the shape of Australia. The
blank which remaing is half as big as Russia
and Europe. We have a community who are
trying to govern a country about which they
know not nearly so much as a Japanese lann-
dryman. It ig regretfable to think that more
members of Parliament bhave not the oppor-
tunity of geeing the country they are out to
govern, and as I have said before, T thank
the Premier and the Minister for Education
for giving wus. an opportunity of going
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through._it. I also thank Mr. Hamersley and
the Chairman of Committees it another place
for accompanying the party. They have
geen what the country is like, and they have
had their eyes opened as to the possibilities
of the territory. Anything that T aaid about
that country in the past has been more than
confirmed by the visit which We paid te it.
When we stood om the Antrim Platesan and
remembered that we were there in a drought
period—only 10 inches of rain had fallen in-
gtead of the usual 20 jnches—we could see
ag far as the eye could reach rich pastures of
Mitehell and ¥linders grasses a foot. and two
£eet bigh. These grasses extend to the Northern
Perritory. 'The question of the development
of the North is more than 2 State matter;
it is an Tmperial matter and when I had the
honour of speaking to the Prinee 1 told him
that Australia had been banded to us by our
forefathers, and it was mever intended that
only five million people should hold it, and
that unless we were prepared to populate it
and defend it we could never expect to hold
it for any length of time. If the Common-
wealth cannot assist us to develop the north-
ern part of Australia, the British anthorities
will have to do se. I am sorry Mr. Dodd is
_mot in the Chamber. He reckons I am &
goeialist because I declared it was the duty
of medical men when appointed to fill posi-
fions to treat their patients decently. In
the past we in the. far North have had
drunken gerelicts foisted on us to fill posi-
tions of doctors and resident magistrates.
The policy of the Government, now that we
have a North-West Department created,
ghould be to reorganise everything affeeting
the North-West, 1 desire to pay a tribute
to the Inland Mission, which has established
hospitals along the coast for the treatment
of the sick, and if we can arrange through
them to get doctors we will get a different
class of man, one Who is not a drunkard or
who will mot go to those distant places for
the mole purpese of bleeding the people. How
can we expeet to develop the far North or
to populate it when it coats between £30 and
£40 to bring a child into the world? A
scheme should be formulated so that better
medical treatment can be provided for thie
people of the North than they have had in
the past, and with the aid of the Inland
Mission I am sure that will be possible. That
body can introduce to the northern part of
Australia 2 type of medical man who will
consider it an henour to go out there and
assiat in the pioneering work which has to
be done. I hope the Minister for the North-
West will deal with this matter in a proper
mammer, It shovld be the duty. alse of the
men in the city to treat decently those pio-
nesrs who have done 80 much good for thei:
country by opening up the outback parts.
Only a liitle while back, Mr, President, 1
met an old prospector from Marble Bar, a2
1 think was an old friend of yours,

man who
a Mr, Franeis. He is prospecting to-day in
the Leopold Ranges and he is the type of

man to whom the pecple of the State should
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take off their hats, but he is not appreciated.
What do the people down here th'uEE of snch
a man? Then, again, only to-day I met a
man in St. George’s-terrace, a Mr. Rooney,
who has bheen in the North for many years
past opening up the eountry. e
Hon. V. Hamersley: What about Isdell?
Hon. G. J. G, W, MILES: Yes, he is an-
other. But how do we find these people
treated when they come to the city? We find
them slightingly referred to and the people
in ﬁcowanlégpa]rfldkto take them dewn.
on. J. W, Hickey: Ha
g i ay ve they a vote for
Hon. G. J. G. W. MILES: Yes, they have
had sufficient energy and enterprise to save
a 'hit of their earnings and they are paying
their 7s. fid. a week in rent. Another matter
which might be given consideration so far
as the North is concerned, as well, of course,
as other parts of the State, is that of the
establishment of cirenit courts. Judges
should be sent to various parts of the State
to try cases. At the preseni fime people
neglect to prosecute because of the cost and
the time it takes to get 1o a court of law,
Hon. A. H. Panton: To try the niggers?
Hon. G. J. G. ' W. MILES: There are many
o?her people who have .to be tried besides
niggers, especially at this end of the coun-
try. T know that in the distriet T represent
cages where men should have been sent to
gaol were allowed to drop entirely because
the people concerned could not afford to go
300 or 400 miles away to Roebourne to at-
tend the court. This question has been be-
fore different Governments for a mumber of
years past, but it seems to me that it makes
no differsnce whether ome is in Parliament
or out of it, no notice is taken of a request
that is made, Now, however, that we hawve
a Minister representing the North-West, 1
trust that the suggestion will be taken notice
of. After the Minister for Eduecation had
been through the North and we heard him
gpeak in Berby, no one was maore gratified
than I was to listen to him, and I said that
if he were sincere there would not be any
need for North-West members in the futnre
beczuse the Minister would attend to all the
regquirements of the North himeclf. In ap
pointing the leader of the House as the Min
ister for the North-West the Mitchell Gov
ernment made a wise selection. They have
done the right thing and I am sure he wil
see that we get better treatment in the
future than we have had in the past. Wikl
regard to water supplies for the Adifferen
back portions of the State, I hope the Gov
ernment will see that gomething is done fo!
the residents of ‘the Port Hedland district
T was twitted by the lecal seribe at For
I‘EEedland recently with mneglecting things
¢ Why do mot you attend to our loeal Te
quirements,’’ he said to me. I am trying t
attend fo the affairs of the State, -and the
enthusiasm I put into my work resulted @
the . Minigter for Education coming
along and seeing for ‘himself, H
hes new seen the disabilities which we 1
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the North have laboured wunder in the
past, and o use his own phrase, ‘‘things
seen are mightier than things heard.’’
Now that he has seen things for himself we.
can go to him and he will listen to us in-
telligently. Before he went to see for him-
self one might as well have talked to a wall
as to a Minister of the Crown about any-
thing in ‘regard to the MNorth-West. I hope
something will be done very shortly to see
that a water supply is given to Port Hed-
land. It is the duty of the member for the
district to urge local requirements upon the
Government. I {o not claim to be a roads
and bridges member, but I am out to assist
the member for the district in getting any

requirements for any localifies wherever
they may be. Another point I wish to
bring under the notice of the Min-

ister is -that the whole of our Government
plang are not kept up to date. I bhad oc-
cagion to go to an office in Marble Bar last
year. 1 wanted to apply for a few acres of
land which were marked 'in the Nullaging
land office as vacant. [ .applied for this
block, and when I got to Perth I found it
had ‘een taken’ up a year ago.
I found still the same old plang that bave
been ‘in existence for upwards of
years, This ig another instance of the cen-
tralising policy of the past, It i3 only a
small item but I am sure the Minister will
attend to it. In all the plans of Western
Australia and of Awvstralia the authorie
ties have shown the portion of the
North between the Kimberleys and the
Pilbara as a desert basin. That is there
for every \visitor to see. The same
thing is found on the plans in Parliament
Houge here. Visitors, on lodking at that
plan, can see im what manner the Govern-
ment are writing down the assets of the
State. I told the Federal Treasurer when I
. was in Melbourne that the Commonwealth
were just as bad as the Btate in this matter,
and [ alse had the pleasure of telling the
editor of -the ‘‘Age’’ that his paper was
worse than them all in writing down North-
ern Australia, as it did in an article pub-
lished early in March, I pointed out, toec,
that the North was a higger asset to Mel-
hourne and Sydney than either Perth or
Adelaide, because both Melbourne and Syd-
ney had all their secondary industries al-
ready established. On  the Commonwealth
plens fhis loeality is marked as a great
sandy desert, when as a matter of fact, it
is ome of the biggest artesian basins in the
Commonwealth. The Tederal Government
have this map shown in every railway ecar-
riage, for every visitor to the country to see
how our assets are written down. Appar-
" ently the Government run our buginess for
us and write down our assets, and yet
we talk about what a wounderful ceuntry
this ia. I can hardly find words to ex-
press my disgust at the way the government
of the ceuntry has been rum in the pest. How
men can advocate that the State should take
over these ‘trading concerns, T cannot under-
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stand. The State makes a bigger mess than
ever in these matters. -They could mot run
a poultry farm.

Hon. A. H. Panton:
change of government?

Hon. G. J. G. W. MILES: We have had
many changes of Government, but the Gov-
ernment now in office are carrying out the
policy of my hon. friends who are sitting
behind them. T do, however, congratulate
the Governmenf on the assistance they have
given to the pearling industry. This as-
sistance has been greatly appreciated by the
pearlers. The pearlers are primary producers
Juat as much as the wheatgrowers are, al-
though, of course, one cannot eat either
pearshell or pearls, The Government have
done quite right in assisting them, and I
hope they will assist every primary industry,
more particularly the mining industry, Un-
less something is done to foster and assist
our mining it will soon go ouf of existence.
The latest advance that the Government have
offered pearlers on pearl shell is £180 per
ton, and this has meant that buyers are
now offering £210. This alse means
that the pearlers will be able to carry
on, But it costs £210 a ton to pro-
duce the pearl shell to-day, and i
the Government could put that guarantee
up ‘to £200, the shell buyer wounld offer £220.
The Government are not cailed upon, in
guaraanteeing the amount, to put np any
ceash. During the war a guoarantee was
made by the Government which assisted
the pearlers over a difficulty. The buyers
came along -and offered a greater amouni
than the Government did, with the result
that it was good business for the pearler.
I want to see the Government do something
to assist retwrned soldier shell opepers. It
is said that it iz a2 Federal matter to re-
patriate our returned men on the land, but
the State is assisting too beeause they say
that in this direction they have a tangible
agsef for their advances, There is no dis-
trict in the State that has sent men in
greater numbers to the war than the North-
West, to keep our nmame upon the paper
white. Unless these men, who came back,
were master pearlers before they went
away they have not received any assigt-
ance. In some cases the shell opener knows
more about pearling than the master
pearler himself. He is afloat in the lugger
for a long spaee of time. Ome poor shell
opener was recently run down by one of
the State steamships, It will thus be seen
that the shell openers risk their lives in
staying afloat as long as they do. Probably
in the ease I have mentioned there was
some fagnlt on the side of the unnfortunate
man himself in not having a light showing,
and in being anchored in a passage through
which ships travel. These shéll openers, as
I say, are risking their lives. If the Gov-
ernment would assist the returned soldier
shell opener to get s boat, which ecould be
kad for £700 or £800, I feel sure they would
get their money baek from him as a pearler.

Do you advocate a
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far quicker than they would from the man
they assist on the -land. I hope, af all
events, the Government will do sometbing
in this regard. I notice there is a Bill to
be presented to permit of the appointment
_of harbour boards. It is most necessary
that if boards of this nature are appointed
men shali be put upon them whe know
something about the matters to be dealt
with, especially if such matters have to do
with the licensing of boats or determining
what men shall handle hoats. It is most
necessary that there should be a marine
‘man on the board, or someone who has a
knowledge of the sez. In some cases on
the morth-west coast we have a doctor as
chairman of the licensing hoard, and, as
members, a policeman and the local butcher.
That is a fine state of affairs, especially
when we know the clags of dociors we get
in some of these parts. Thege are the men
who have to decide whether an individual
is qualified to handle a steam launch or a
motor launch. Owners of vessels have to go
before such a board. The mail contractor
in one port went before this board. A
pearler spoke to me at ome of the ports
about him and told me that he was thor-
oughly competent to handle a boat, and
yet the licensing board refused his license.
The man had run his launeh for 12
months and is a mail contractor and
carries the mails ashore, and they now want
Lim to pay another man, which means that
the settler who goes ashore will have to pay
108. te land from the ship instead of 5s.
That is the way the business of the coun-
try is run. I hope some provision will be
made in this Bill to ensure that boards are
appointed, to couduct affairs of this sort,
upon which there is. at least one man who
knows something sbout the business to be
dealt with, This quesfion of the develop-
ment of the North is more than a State
question; it is an Australian question. T
have read some of the remarks by the Com-
monwealth engineer which have been puh-
lished, and in these remarks he refers to
a line to Wyndham. That bine will come up
from the Sonth Australian border apd open
up the whole of the Northern-Territory. I
hope the Federal authorities will see that
this great heritage of the people in the

Northern Territory is not handed over to -

a few men for a nominal amount ‘for a
large number of years. If we are to hold
this country the development there must
take place very soon, and much seomer than
most people think. By giving these facili-
ties the land in this part of Australia will
be increased in value, and the pastoralist
will be prepared to pay pounds per thou-
gand acres whereas to-day he is only pay-
ing shillings. TFurthermore, the exira land
rents collected will pay interest on
the 10 millions of money required for
the construction of the line, apart alto-
gether from the benefit it will be to the
southern portion of the community in
giving them meat at decent prices. T was
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pleased to receive a pamphlet from the
Hon. Mr. McDonald whe advocates a line
from Bourke to Cameoweal, which will con-
nect up with this system eventually,. We
must look at this gquestion, not from a
parochial standpoint' but from an Austra-
lian standpoint, if we all canuot lock at it
from the I'mperial standpoint. Unless some-
thing is done to develop this country I say
that we shall not be allowed to hoid it. 1
gave an address at the Trades Hall upon
the subject of indentured labour for the
North.

Hon. A. H. Panton :
alive!

Hon. &. J. G. W, MILES: Yes. I was
thanked for bringing this question forward,
and told that if they did not agree with
me, it certainly was a problem which would
have to be solved. I said, It is up to you
to put up an alternative seheme if you will
uot support the scheme I have advoecated.”
In putting wp this railway seheme I put it
up as an’' alternaiive to indemtured labour.
The éouncils of the North Australian Rail-
way League 'is representative of all shades
of political thought. At present we have-
on our exeécutive the president of the ANA,,
and they are supporting our movement. It is
too big a question to bhe dropped. Qur
wotto is, ‘Do it now.’” Wae’ cannot shelve.
this question for another century. Through
the courtesy of the Premier and ‘the Minis-
ter for' Edueation I had thée pleasure of -
meeting the Prime Minister when he re-
turned from England. I said to him, “You
have held this country for the last century
with five millions of pecple, There ig room
for 100 million people.”” Sinee then Mr.
Hughes has said there is room for 250
millicn people, and I quite agree with him.
I said that my scheme was one for in- -
dentured labour for the North. Mr. Watt
was with the Prime Minister, and he said
to him “We cannot give him indentured
labour.” Mr. Wait agreed. I then said, #I
snppose not, after the pledges you have made
at the peace conference, but it will have to
come later if you are to get full results
from that territory.’’ I also had in mind
the growing of those preducts referred to
by Mr, Nicholson last night. Since then,
that was in October last, we have formed
our tailway league. This i8 no new idea.
In 1911'TY had a card prepared for me by
the late warden, when we were advocating
the construction of our railway from Port ~
Hedland to Marble Bar. This railway has
demonstrated that we can earry sheep 200
miles farther back than could be done be-
fore. - If we had been allowed to classify
the land at that time, the Government
wonld not be charging 6d. per ton
per mile to the settlers instead of the
1d. and 1344, that is being charged down
here. The late Hon. H. Daglish had the
honour of opening this railway. The locality
plans we had, showing the district, pro-
vided for the extensiom of this railway and
we stated then that it would ultimately go

And you are still
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through the Northern Territory. I hope I
have gaid enough to interest hon. members
in this matter, and that they will look at
it from the Australian point of view, and do
something that will enable us to hold this
country, The railway will open up land
1,000 feet above sea level, where white
men can live and work. If the country
is opened up in those parts, where the rain-
fall is from 20 to 30 inches, that is in the
Kimberleys, an era of prosperity lies hefore
us. Water can be conserved along the rivers
and smail holdings can be taken up, and
in that way we should bave hundreds of
thousands of people who will be able to
produce butter, cheese, bacon, and other
things that will more than supply the re-
" quirements of the State, irrespective alto-
gether of the production that should come
from the land in the Peel district. I hope
that some steps will be taken to see that
the development of the North is immed-
iately procesded with, sinee by developing the
North we shall be developing the South
and every portion of the State.

Hon. ¥. A, BAGLIN (West) [531]: I
want to express my great disappointment
in the Ministers respongible for the compila-
tion of the Governor’s Speech. Before com-
ing to Parliament T imagined that the Gov-
ernor’s Speech would show some indieation
of the policy of the Government for the
gession, All I can now say is that if the
Speech is an indication of the policy of the
Government it is a poor lookout for the
aountry. I desire to confine myself as nearly
a9 possible to the subjects contained in the
Bpeech, but the things left out of the Hpeech
are of the greatest importance, and eonse-

quently while T may be addressing myself.

_to the Speech it will be necessary to men-
tion many other matters of importance. We
have been informed that the harvest pros-
pects are excellent. I do not know whether
it was necessary to put that into the Gover-
‘nor’s Speech, or that the Government can
take any great credit to themselves for it.
Nature has beer kind to Western Australia.
‘We have had a remarkably good season, and
egonsequently we are likely to have an ex-
eellent harvest. But we needed no Speech
from the King’s representative to teach us
this. The Speech goes on to tell us that we
can expect some development in the diree-
tion of bulk handling of wheat. That a
State which set ont 15 or more years ago
to make wheat-growing one of its staple
industries should be to-day without a scheme
for bulk handling, does not reflect great
eredit on Ministers past and present. There
has been neglect, and seeing that the present
Government have been in office for .over
three years and now tell us that we can ex-
peet some development, it shows that they
have neglected the matter in the past.

Hon. J. Duffell: It shows they are learn-
ing. - .

Hon. ¥. A. BAGLIN: Ii shows they are
learning late in the day. We are still with-

- perienced men in Western Australia
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out a asckeme, and I am of opinion that this
Parliament will die ere any definite seheme
ig placed before it. There is a tWwang of com-
Placent tonceit in the references to mining
and the secondary industries, The assurance
that the conditions of the gold mining industry
are occasioning Ministers grave econcern,
would carry greater reassurance if some de-
finite scheme were proposed. What is wanted
to revive the mining industry is a eclear-cut
policy on the part of the Government., There
is no indication in the Speech of. any de-
finite scheme for reviving the industry. - 1
am mnot at present representing a mining
provinge, but, as Mr. Miles has just said, we
should represent, not provinees, but Western
Australia, and, if possible, Australia. It is
the duty of all of us to regird the interests
of all provinces as those of our own. 1
realise that if we can revive the mining in-
dustry it will bring prosperity to the West
Province at well as to the mining provinces.
I, consider that the question of secondary
industries is the most important contained
in the Speech. I do not agree with the sug-
gestion by the Government that a State
council should be appointed to inquire inte
and practically. control our secondary indus-
trieg. Do the Government intend to take
an intelligent interest in the doings of this
proposed council? The Speech promises no
guch attention, I should like to know what
secondary industries, established or poten-
tial, are to engage the attention of that
council. Sorely, if the Government have a
policy at all, they should take the Honse into
their confidence and tell ua where we stand.
I am very anxious to see the fishing industry
established.  Have the Government any inten-
tion of asking the proposed State couneil
to take up the question of the fishing indus-
try? 'This is one of those industries which
should receive the earliest attentiom. It
established on a sound basis it would prove
of ‘great benefit to the State. Western Aus-
tralin should be possessed of one of the
largest canned snd smoked fish trades in the
world, What is required is, not theoretical
investigations, but the provision of a few
practical facilities. If wa could offer auffi-
cient encouragement there are plenty of e]i:-
who
would readily take up the industry and carry
it on suceesstully.

Hon, J. Nicholson: It has been tried.

Hon. ¥. A. BAGLIN: Yes; under a scheme
which was never thought out, which was
doomed to failure in the firet place.

Hon, J. Nicholson: The wagea killed it.

Hon, F. A. BAGLIN: Not at ali. Before
starting the fishing industry it will be neces-
pary to build a fishing harbour. What is the
use of asking men to go out and catch fish.
if there 18 no harbour in which they can lay
their boats? T am prepared to admit that
it has been suggested—indeed Parliament
authorised it, but it has never been carried
out—that a breakwater should be built acuth
of the old jetty at Fremantle. Had that
breakwater been constructed it would at
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least provide an anchorage for the fishing
boats, Until that or a similar anchorage is
provided we caunot expeet very much success
from the fishing industry. It will be neces-
sary also for the Government to give some
attention to the provision of up-to-date
handling facilities. Further than that, there
should be an extension of State marketing
and distributing, Men will not be induced
to go into the fishing industry unless a mar-
ket is provided for their product. A scheme
under the control of the returned seldiers, or
some co-operative eompany, should be. devised
and provided with modern trawling and can-
ning plants. If the industry were placed
on a solid basis, sueh as I suggest, it would
be worth thousands of pounds per, annum to
the State. The Government should assume
the responsibility themselves, but if a Btate
eouneil is appeointed I trust that one of the
first industries to which attention will be
given is that of fishing. This would help
to bring about a reduction in the cost of
living. Mr. Ewing yesterday declared thab
the whole guestion of the cost of living
could be sunmvmed. ap in the law of supply
and demand. Tt seems {o me that during
and gince the war that law has gone by the
board, Australia to-day is producing more
than ever before, notwithstanding which we
have to pay = greatly enhanced price for the
produce. The supply is much greater, the
demand very little greater, than before, yet
we have to pay. much more.

Homn., J. Duffell: The demand is greater
than the supply.

Hon. P, A. BAGLIN: Nothing of
the sort. However, if we could get the
fishing indostry established it weonld
bring to the market a  wholesome
and useful diet, and fthus i
probably reduce the cost of living.
The appointment of this State council sav-
ours of a suspicion that the Government’s ob-
jeet is not to shoulder their own responsibili-
ties as regards the secondary industries. "It
iz the duty of the Government to foster see-
ondary industries and they should shoulder
the responsibility and not make a State coun-
eil the scapegoat. Another matter in the
Speech on which the Government econgratu-
late themselves ia_the settling of 3,000 re-
turned soldiers on the land. It is significant
that almest as many soldiers are awaiting
farms.  Something like 5,000 have heen
settled and 2,500 remain to be settled. At
the present rate of setilement, it will take
gomething like anofher 12 months before the
(overnment are able to absorb the soldiers
who are applying for farms! This does not
take into consideration the fact that the gra-
tnities have not yet been paid in cash and,
when they are paid in cash, there will be
ipcreased applications for farms. Yet, in
‘the faee of the fact that it is going to take
another 12 months to settle the halance of
our soldiers ocn the land the Government fell
ug they " are embarking on an immigration
policy.

" Hon. A. H. Panton: They are buying out
established settlers.

would

" of the Government.
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Hon. F. A. BAGLIN: Tmmigrants arriv-
ing in this Sfate should be direected into the
channels of primary production. We under-
stand that the policy of the State is to assist
immigrants to come here. When they do
arrive here we expect them to settle on the
land, Yet the Government have 2,500 sold-
icrs to plaece and it will take them 12 months
to place them.  The leader of the House
should give us an explanation as to what the
Government intend to do with the immigrants
whg arrive here. If it is going to take the
Government 12 months to settle the balance
of the returned soldiers on the land, it will
b2 impossible to settle the immigrdnts on the
land. Doubtless they will be brought into an
already overstocked labour market in the city
or, as the only alternative, they will elbow
out the returned soldiers. I cammot see how
the Government ean edngratulate themselves
on the handling of the soldier setilemont
problem.

- Hon. T, Moore: The Commonwealth finds
the money, too.

Hen. F. A. BAGLIN: I wish to be satis-
fied as te the intentions of the Goverwment.
If the Government bring immigrants here
they should mot allow thiem to remain in- the
city.

Hen. E. H. Harris: Do not you believe in
ar immigration. pelicy®

Hon. P. A. BAGLRIN: Yes, when preperly
manpaged.. Bud the best way to mavage i is
to make' thie conditions so good for the immj-
prants who' arrive here that they will give
the State. a geod advertisement and: it will
then be no longer necessary to assist immmn
grants te come here. Immigrants will come
without -assistence if those who precede them
are able to tell thenr that this is the best
place possible to live in. 1 should: like to
know what is going to happen to the immi.
grants who arrive during the next 12 months.
Tlow are the Government going to settle them -
on the land if they will be fully occupied in.
settling the returned soldiersy It séems that
gny immigrants whe arrive here will go into
competition with the workers in the éity and
be thrown on the labour market. The Gov-
ernment should take the House into their
confidence and tell ns exaetly what they in-
tend to do. This brings me fo one of the
mogt important sing of omisgion on the part
There is no reference
whatever in the Speech fo industrial legisla-
tion save the mention of an aniending Fae-
tories and Shops Bill which is earried for-
wartl from Jast session, and a Bill to con-
tinve the operation of the Prices Hegulation
Act, Employces are thoroughly dissafisfied
with the Fgetories and Shops Bill which was
introduced last session, Tt is deseribed by
them ax a most unsatisfactory measure and
I trust it will not be placed on the statute
beok in that form. I wnndergtand Mr. Panton
intends to move for a select committee to
consider the Bill and the desires of shop and
factory employeées. As regards the Prices
Regulation Act surely the Government have
learved, from their experience of the Com-
mission during the past six months, the abso-
lote futility of econtinuing" the Aect. The
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.Commigsion have become almost a byword
with the man in the street. Anyone can tell
uj- that instead of being called fhe Prices
Regulation Commission they are known as
the Prices Raising Commission. Apparently
all the Commisgion have done has been to
raise the prices of commodities. The Com-
misgion have been a failure; yet we are to
be asked to extend the life of the Commis-
sion, ’

Hon. J. Duffell:
of existenee?

Hon. F. A. BAGLIN: I would wipe out
the present Commission because they have not
sueceeded in giving any relief and because
prices are not being regulated. To refain
the present Commission would be an absolute
waste of maney. ’

Hen, J. Duffeli: They are not capable.

Hon., F, A, BAGLIN: The whole law re-
lating to. the regulation of prices needs to
be re-drafted. It is.necessary to make the
law effedtive. . o

Hon. J. Duffell: The Act is all right.

Hon. F. A, BAGLIN : Experience has
proved that the Aet is altogether wrong. and
has accomplished no good. ‘ ’ .

Hon. J. Duffell: It is the persommel of
the Commission. ) .
- Hon. F. A. BAGLIN: Seecing that the' Aet
has done no good, we should amend it and
make it effective.

The PRESIDENT: I would point oat to
the hon. member that he must rot anticipate
discussion of a measure which appears on the
Noticea Paper. :

Hon. F. A, BAGLIN: We are told in the
Gevernor’s Speech that the (Government in-
tend te .continue the Prices Regulation. Aect.

The PRESIDENT : The hon. member
must not say so. I would point out for his
information that Standing Order 390 pro-
vidles that no member shall discuss the sub-
Jject matter of any question of the same ses-
aion not then under discnssion nor anticipate
the discussion .of any subject which appears
on the Notice Paper. )

Hon. F. A. BAGLIN: I maintain that we
should have an" effective Aect to regulate the
prices of commodities. )

The PRESIDENT: Order! Perhaps the
hon, member did not hear what I gaid. He
must not anticipate the disenssion of a meéa-
sire which appears on the Notice Paper. The
Prices Regulation Aet Amendment Bill does
appear on the Notice Paper and the hon.
member is out of crder in continuing to dis
ciss it. ’

Hon., F. A, BAGLIN: Then. I shall pass
on. I was only endeavenring to explain my
ideas as fo the kind of legislation required.
It seems to me that, since the termination of
the war, industrial warest has increased.
Almost every member has made reference to
this point. Our minds, of course, are agitated
and every one is anxious to find & remedy
and to bring about more unity and harmony.
It was the duty of the Government, knowing
that a certain amount of indngtrial omrest
existed, to give us an opportunity to discuss
a measure designed to relieve the situation.
I am disappointed that the Government have

‘Would you wipe them out
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not forecasted in the Governor’s Speech some
measure which would have proved an op-
portanity to thoroughly discuss the -exisiing
conditions. The general feeling is that the
Arbitration Aet has failed to meet require-
ments. The Arbitration Court has practically
lost the confidence of the workers for more
reasons than one, The Government and their
predecessors should have learned frem experi-
erce that they cannot force the workers into
submission, It i3 of no use resorting to
moethods of that kind, The only way in which
they can get the workers fo agree to certain
wages and conditions is by agreement at a
round table conference. .

Hon. J, Duffell: A wagea board.

Hon. . A, BAGLIN: That is not a wages
board- at all. At a round table conference
grievances car be adjusted and disputes
avoided. It is the duty of the Government
to bring down legislation designed to pro-
duce more amicable relations between em-
ployers and workers.

Hon. ‘E. H. Harris: Who was it struck
the conciliation clauses out of the Arbitra-
tion Bill} ) "

Hon, ¥. A, BAGLIN: I know by whom
that was done. The same people ought also
to have struck out the penal clauses. ’

Hon. E. H. Harris: The Labour party
struek them out.

Hon, F. A, BAGLIN: Ag regards indus-
trial unrest, I contend that Ministers are
setting a very goed example as hard task-
masters. Possibly there is a goed deal of
blame fo be placed upen their shoulders.
Instead of setting an example to outside
employers of what an ideal employer is, the
Government have failed to give the State
employees a fair deal, I need hardly refer
to ‘the public service sirike, A body of
men do not go out en strike for the fun of
it. They rebel only when they ave forced
to rebel. That js the result of my experi-
ence of 25 years in the Labour movement,
I have never yet known a body of men to
go out on strike except 'under compulsion.
A sfrike is the last resource. The publia
serviee went out on strike becanse of the
arbitrary manner in which they had been
treated by the Government., Next I wish
to refer to the econditions of employment of
the staffs at the Wooroloo Sanatorium, the
Olé@ Men’s Home, and the Hospital for the
Insane. Those conditions are an absolute
disgrace to any CGovernment. T happen to
he honorary secretary to the staffs of those
three institutions, for the simple reason that
the wages the employees receive do mnot
allow them to pay a seerstary. For the last
six months, therefore, I have taken the
matter in hand with a view to seeuring
these employees a fair deal. It seems that
possibly the Government have taken ad-
vantage of the faet that sympathy exists
among the staffs for the inmates of the
institutions. If any other body of workers
had been subjected to the conditions oh-
taining at the Wooroloo Sanatdrium, which
I take just as an -example, there would have
bheen & gtrike long age. I am inclined ic
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think that the Government are possibly trad-
ing on the knowledge that the attendants
feel that if they went out on strike they
wonld leave the unfortunate sick peopile un-
attended. But I want to warn the Govern-
-ment that the breaking point will come
sooner or later. I have been in' conference
with the employeea of the three institu-
tions, and I ‘am in a position to state that
unless some redress is given them they aro
likely to cease work. I give that warning
10 the Government because no one desires
that a strike should ocecur., But it is likely
10 oceur if the unsympathetic attitude of
ihe Government ¢ontinues,
tion let me refer to the attitude of the Min-
ister for Works towards the employment
of certain men in his department. In Fre-
mantle there are a number of shipwrights,
40 or 50 in all. They are employed by the
shipping companies and by private boat
builders, and about half a dozen of them
were formerly employed by the State Gov-
ernment. The shipwrights are a federated
body, and some six months ago they arrived
at an agreement with the employers that
the rate of pay should be 2s. 6d. per hour,
or £1 per day. That agreement was signed
by all the private employers and by all
the shipping companies throughout "Aus-
tralia, and_also by the Federal Government.
The only person who has stood out of it
and refused te pay the agreed rate of wages
is the Minister for Works in the Govern-
ment of Western Australia. About gix men
are concerned, and it is a question whether
they are to receive an increase of 2s, Gd.
per day on their previous rate of 17s. 8d.
Because of the refusal of the Government
to pay that extra halfcrown per day to half
a dozen men, the State is losing thousands
* of pounds. Mr. Miles had something to say
about the management of the “Bambra”
and the “Kwinana.” There waa certain
“work to be done during the time the “Kwi-
nana” was héld up; but owing to the atti-
tude of the Minister for Works she wag
sent out again without that werk having
been done, and she is bound to be held up
later for the want of thege repairs, Further,
the steam fender, ¢Relirnee” has heen laid
up for months with a broken rndder, and
she canuot be used bhecause the Minister
for Works will not pay the shipwrights the
agreed rate to make the repairs.. A good
deal of inconvenience, and of risk to lifa
and limb, iz invelved to the men empioyed
on .the Works Depariment floating plant,
which is used out in the-river and in the
fnouth of the harbour. The #Reliance” used
to take these men out to their work and
baek from it, but now they have to travel
in open boats. I would like to see how the
Minister for Works would get on in an open
boat on a rough day. -
Hon. J. Duffell: But that Minister has
been a very good friend to the workers.
Hon. F. A. BAGLIN: The Fremantle slip
belongs to the Stale Government, but no
Loat wil! go there, simply because the Min-

In that connec- .
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ister for Works refuses to pay that extra
half-crown per day. At present the Com:
monwealth have about eight vessels which
they wan{ to put on the slip for repairs,
but this they cannmot do because of the
obstinacy of our Minister. The drilling and
blasting plant at the mouth of the river
was wrecked some six or eight weeks ago
and it is now submerged in the harbour
and cannot be reconditioned except by
shipwrighta, The dredge, which was under-
going repairs, is now hung up. All these
things have arisen simply from the refusal
of the Minister for Works to pay ship-
wrights the rate that is being paid to them
by everybody else. Therefore it seems to
me that the Government are not setting a
good example to outside employers. I am
gorry that. the Governor’s Speech makes no
mention of extension of the system of
workers’ homes. It will be remembered that
just aftér the outbreak of war the building
of workers’ homes fvas stopped owing to
insufficiency of funds. I think that excnse
was all right at the time, but one naturally
anticipated that when the war was over
and money again became available the Gov-
ernment would at least endeavour to pro-
vide homes for the peaople, .

Hon. A. H. Panton: There is about
£60,000 available now. . -

Hon. F. A. BAGLIN; We were told the
other day.that there was money available
for the Government if they wanted it, but
that they would ‘mot take it, In any patt
of the metropolitan area one can find a very
unhealthy state of affairs existing, There
are many slums, and people dre foreed to
live in them bécause houses are not available,
There are many people living in flats and
rooms and lodging houses, not from choice,
but because no other accommodation is avail-
able to them,

Hon. J. Duffell: Pecple are going into
flats because they cannot afford domestic as-
gistance.

Hon. F. A. BAGLIN: That does not apply
to working people. It iz the duty of the
Government to give consideration to the ex- -
tension of the principle of workers’ homes.
In addition the Government shouwld bring
down a fair rents Bill, We have heard a
good deal from time to time about the dic-
tation of the Trades Hall; we have often
been told that a Labour member has to earry
out the instructions of his masters. Noiv I
want to know whether the present Govern-
ment are carrying out the dictates of the
propertied class, whose vested interests
would not be served if a fair rents Rill were
enacted. I could cite many instances of the
exploitation of the people in this connection.
Rents have been increased quite without jns-
tification. Houses that were built and paid
for long before the war, and were bringing
say 10s. or 128. a week are to-day being let
for as much as £1 per week. A fair rents
Bill would prevent exploitation of this kind."
T had hoped that the Government, recognis-
ing the considerable increase in the cost of
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living, would have. raised the exemption un-
der income tax. Mr, Miles langhs. He spoke
this afternoon of the necessity for every
man and every woman, no matter what his
or her earnings might be, contributing to
the State something by way of income tax,
But T claim that no warried man should he
called upon to contribute towards the rev-
enune of the State by way of income tax un-
lesg he ig receiving at least £250 per annum,
or say £5 a week, Under the present sys-
tem a married man receiving £157 per an-
num is compelled to pay taxation on the
full £157, which in itself is not suffieient
for him to support bis family on. It is un-
fair that such a man should, be. asked to
contribute income tax towards the revenue
of the State. Now let me take the case of
the domestic servant, I suppose there are
not many domestic servants in thiz State
now, as Mr. Duffell says that domestic ser-
vants canunot be obtained. A single woman
receiving 158, per week as a domestic ser-
vant—— .

Hon, J. Duffell: And the rest.

Hon. ¥. A, BAGLIN: If she is receiving
"158. a week, the State Taxation Department
sllows 255, a week for her keep, and so she
has to pay income tax, .

Hon, J. Duffell: Can you cite a caae? :

Hon. F. A. BAGLIN: Any number of
eases. The allowance for board brings the
ineome unp to £2 per week, and consequently
the girl has fo pay income tax. A Govern-
ment so destitute of eapacity in finance as
to be compelled to adopt such methods of
tazation deserves to be criticised, if not put
out of office altogether. With regard to the
eontention of Mr. Miles that every person
should pay income tax, I would remind the
House that every person, even If getting
only a c¢ouple of pounds a week, has to pay
Customs taxation. No one can escape that
tixation. The man receiving £3 a week has
to pay Customs and other indirect. taxation
equally with the man receiving £1(} or £20
per week. It is mot fair to ask a man with
an income of £157 a year and a family to
maintain, to pay inecome tax, The elaim
that he should pay income tax is utterly -
logical. 1 urge that the exemption from
income tax shouid be at least £250.

Sitting suspended from 6€.15 to 7.80 pm.

Hon. F. A. BAGLIN : Before the tea
adjonrnment I was discussing the Qquestion
of the income tax and the advisability
of the esemption being increased. Hom.
memkers did not seem to believe the
gtatement I made to be true fhat do-
mestic servants receiving 153, a week were
compelled to pay tax. If hon. members want
confirmation of this, it is only necessary for
them to go io the Taxation Depariment to
verify the statement. In face of the fact
that no married man can live on £1530 pe:
annum, it is the duty of the Government to
raise the exemption to £250. 1 would have
wished that the Government had ineluded in
the Speech some refercnce to the tax on the
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unimproved values of land. I have been
more tnoan pleased mince my advent to this
House to hear the opinion freely expressed -
by hon. members who, I thought, would be
opposed to a tax of this nature, expressing
the opinion that the time had arrived when
such a tax should be impoged. Seelng that
that opinion has been so freely expressed by
members supporting the present Administra-
tion, I am certain that if the Government
introdueed a measure to provide for a tax
on the unimproved values of land, it would
certainly pass this Chamber. The Govern-
ment teem to be embarking on a poliey of
resutning estates for soldiers. Whilst I claim
under certain circumstances that that poliey

"is justified, I am of opinion that no Gov-

ernment ia justified in embarking om a po-
licy of resuming estates without first of all
u:nposmg a tax on the unimproved values of
]and I congratulate the Govermment on hav-
ing resumed the Peel estate under favourable
conditions. Whilst that eatate has bheen re-
sumed, close by it there is another very large
estate owned by Silas and George Pearse.
This estate contains very good land, equal
if not better than that on the Peel estate.:
What is geoing to happen? The Government
will spend a huge sum of money in develop-
ing the Peel estate and if the estate is to
be properly developed it will be necessary to
construet a railway, and that railway. line
will pass very close to the property of the
Pearse Bros. Does it not appear a fair
proposition, therefore, that the Pearse Bros,
whose property wdl be considerably im-
proved, not by any exertion of their own,
should be made to pay for those improve-
ments in'the shape of a tax? It is the duty
of the Government to see that all persons
holding up large tracts of couniry should be
made to pay if they are not prepared to
develop that land. I am sorry that the Gov-
ernment have not given members an oppor-
tunity to express an opinion on the ad-
visability of introducing such a tax. I am
not too much wedded to the income tax. We
declare that the burden of taxation should
be placed on the ghoulders of those best able
to" hear it. Since that ecan be passed on,
what appeals to me to be the most equitable
tax that ean be imposed is a tax on the un-
improved value of land. 1 trust, when the.
next appeal is made to the selectors, it will be
included in the programme. I want to make
some reference to the Charities Department,
I have been more than surprised at an, an-
swer given to a question here to-day with re-
ference to the Government seconsidering
their attitode to withdraw sustenance so far
as old age pensioners are concerned. The
Minister said that they were not prepared
to recongider their attitude. What has hap-
pened? The Government have to take the
responsibitity of a Minister’s action. The

" Government have decided that in futvre they

will refuse to give sustenance to old age
pensioners., I presume the reason j3 fthat the
0ld age pensioners should be a charge on the
Federal Government, and -that the Federal
Government should aecept the responsibility.
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But the sum of 13s. per week is inadequate
to keep a person. Suppose the Government
irsued that kind of logic in commection with
their own undertakings, what would - hap-
pen?t Fven in connection with the Peel
etate, they have enlisted the sympathies of
the Ugly Men’s Association and, in faet, the
sympallies of all and sundry in the direc
tion of getting people to settle on the land.
Of gourse they are doing the right
thing. On the other hand they say thaf an
old age pensioner has to suffer becawse the
Federal Government refuse to increase the
pension allowance of 15s. per week, A case
wag recently brought under the notice of the
member for North-East Fremantle (Hon, W,
C. Angwin) and myself. An old age pen-
sioner named Hunter, 85 years of age, is the
individual in question. He has lived for 60
years in this Stato and only three months
ago lost his wife. They were then receiving
30s. per week, and out of that they paid
6s. a week for rent and firewood. But when
the two were living together they could just
manage to scrape along. When the old lady
died, Hunter secured sustenance from the
Charities Department. That sustonance has
now been cut off, He saw Mr. Angwin and
myself, and representations were made to the
Minister, but the Government have refused
to give Hunter anything whatever. T would
like hon. members to see this poor old man.
He has one arm and he walked into my office
feebly the other day and told me that he had
not long to live, but that he did not want to
die of starvation, It i8 inhuman on the part
of the Government to adopt the attitude they
have taken up towards this old man. To a
very large extent the decision of the Gov-
ernment has been carried out on the recom-
mendation of a. person, appointed lately as
business: manager of Government institutions,
by the name of Simpson. Simpson has been
making himself very officious so far as Gov-
ernment, institutions are concerned. I do not
know where he ¢ame from; but ¥ understand
he has been a failure in one or two other
departments and that it was neeessary to
find him a job somewhere, and he was ap-
pointed business manager of Government in-
stitutions. This man has set ont to justify
his axXistence and. the sdppointment he re-
ceived, first of all by visiting the Hospital
for the Insane and cutiting out the over
coats of the staff. These overcoats are part
of the uniform of the staff and were granted
by an Order in Council. Yet Simpson comes
along and cancels the right of the staff to
have these overcozts. Then he went to the
0ld Men’s Home and took the uniforms
from the members of the staff tlere. He
algo tried {0 make a gimilar retrenchment ai
the Woorceloo Sanatorium, Now we find he
recommends that sustenance for old age pen-
gioners should be cut out. T feel there showld
he no interferenee so far as the superin-
tendent of the department is concerned. The
Charities Department has bheen earried on
for a number of years and the recommenda-
tion of the superintendent to the Mimister

-are concerned,

" the position.
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should be sufficient. We find this man Simp-
son is a buffer between the superintendent
and the Minister, and before a recommenda-
tion of the superintendent ean be “adopted,
Simpson has to put his comments on the file.
If a superintendent is not capable of making

.recommendations, it is the duty ef the Gov-

ernment to abolish the offica and let Simpson
do the work, I have every confidence, how-
ever, in Mr, Watson as superintendent, and
whilst there may be room for improvement,
Mr. Watson has heen carrying out the duties
of the department faithfully, and the Min-
ister should be prepared to accept his re-
commendations se far as destitute persons
I regret that no referemce
has been made in the Speech to electoral re-
form., Early next year an appeal will' be
made to the electors under the Electoral Act,
which ig entirely obselete. Some reforms
should be made in time for this election, so
as to enable the will of the people to be
heard to a greater extent than has been the
case in the past. Last session compulsory
enrolment was brought in, o conform with
the Federa] Act, To-day every adult person
is compelled to register his name on the roll
or be liable to a fine of £2, That iz a step
forward, but we should go further and have
compulsory voting, It is not much use com-
pelling. people to put their names on the roll
unless they are also compelled to vote, The
Government should take this question of
compulsory veting into consideratiom. It
would do away with a lot of abugea which
oxigt to~day: If every porson was compelled
to vote we should have the satisfaction, after
an election t¢ this Hounse, of knowing that
the will of the people had been expressed in
full. I should have liked to see the Gov-
ernment bring in a measurs to broaden
the franehise for the Legislative Council.
The debate on the amendment proves that
thera is a majority of members in this Cham-
ber who think the time has arrived when
the franchise should be broadened and made
less restricted. The qualifieation for eleetors
ghould be simplified and improved. The
present enrolment eard is out of date and
obsolete, There should e no need for the
electors to sign their names twice, but only
on the face of the card. To fill up both
sides of the card makes the whole buginess
complicated for the electors, and many of
them have come to me for advice on the sub-

jeet. Reference was made to the election
of 1918, and my name was used as
Being =2 party to roll-stufling. It

has heen written that ‘"fools rush in where
angels fear to tread.’’ In my opinion the .
fool has 7Tushed in on thiz oceasion.
It is just as well, when people make atate-
mwents like this, that they should be sure
of their faets. T am going to endeavour to
place before hon, members the full facts of
I admit that in 1918 I wasg
charged with baving unlawfully signed a
claim card without satisfying myself that
the contents were trne. There was 4 man
living in Fast Fremantie—J had kmown him
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for many years—whose name I will not men-
tion, He came to my office. I thought he
was a matried man. He said he desired fo
be placed on the rell. I asked him the usual
questions about the rent he was paying and
he gave me satisfactory answers, He there-
upon signed the card, which was sent on to
fhe electoral registrar. An inspector of the
 Electoral Office was sent out to investigate
the matter, and he visited the man’s resi-
denee in Fast Fremantle. He happened to
meet there a lady who said that she was pay-
ing thie rent of the house in which the man
wag living. The department then issued a
summens against this man for having signed
a declaration which was wvatrué; His name
wan erased before the loeal court in Fre-
mantle, but for some reasonm never explained
to me the charge against him was with-
drawn. A charge was then made out
against me for having signsd this eard.
When I made inquiries I found .that this
man was not really married to the woman,
although he was living in the same house.
Even the next-door neighbours thought they
were married. If I had defended that case
I would have had to make thizs explaiation,
but' I was honourable enough not to do so;
congsequently I'was fined £2. And yet people
say 1 am responsible for roll-stuffing, That
ig a elear statement of the facts, and any
honourable member here is liable to fall into
the same error. There was mno thought of
roll-stuffing. But the incident was used by
the Nationalist ecandidate and by the Nation-
alist Government to defeat me at that
eloction. I think the same tacties were
adopted so far as the North-East Provinee
was concerned, tactics which did not re-
dound to the credit of those who adopted
them. I wish to refer to some remarks
passed by Mr. Ewing in connestion with
Russia. © I believe that hon, gentlemran has
baen reading the garbled reports contained
in the cables: publighed in the ‘“West Aus-
tralian,’” and has drawn his conclusions
from them. I am afraid that too many hoa.
members de the same thing. I have here
to-night a book entitled ‘*Red Europe,’’
written by a gentleman who has visited Rus-
#ia and seen it as it is. T intend to give
this book to the hon. member to read. The
book has been compiled by fellow-worker
Anstey. He iz a fellow-worker in the true
sense of the word, and is 2 meinber of the
House of Representatives. If any other
lion. member desires to read ““Red Furope,’’
I am prepared to supply him with a copy.
‘We should all read bolh sides of this ques-
tion, and should not- frame our opinions
upon the garbled reports contained in the
riewspapers. One hon. member also referred
1o the go-slow policy. That, too, iz a bogey.
- It ill beeomes members of the Legislative
Couneil to accuse other people of indulging
in the go-slow policy. I have only been here
a few weeks, but it seems to me that this is
the greatest go-slow place that I ever came
across in my life. If the workers outside
went as slowly ag this Chamher goas, then
God help the coontry. 1 desire also to refer
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to Mr. Ewing’s remarks about the fruit-
‘growing industry, and the deal that the fruit
growers are getting in the South-West. 1
understood that he was .2 good Imperialist,
but yesterday he told us that the British
Government were buying Western Australian
fruit for about £1 a case, mixing it with
a lot of inferior fruit; and séling it to Nor-
way and Sweden for about £3 a case.

Hon. J. Nicholson: He did mnot say the
British Government. .

Hon. F. A. BAGLIN: Tt is John Bul,
nevertheless. That is exploitation pure and
simple. T suggest to Mr. Ewing and other
hon. members that if we want to see our
fruit-growers protected, the only way to do
it is to see thai the State buys the fruit
from the grower, attends to the handling of
it and its distrihution and sale, just as hap-
pens in Vietoria and SBouth Australia. The
only point in the Governor’s Speech upon
which I wish to econgratulate the Government
is that they have the foresight to introduce
a Bill for the appointment of coromers. I
will await this Bill with interest. It seems
to me that early next year elsctors of Waest-
ern Australin will have an epportunity of
expressing their opinions and that in many
electorates it will be necessary to appoint
coromers to pronounce the verdict upon the
politically dead bodies of the present sup-
porters of this Government.

Hon, J. W, HICKEY {Central) [7.65]: I
have mno intention of prolonging the agony
te any great extent, and will make my
remarks us brief as possible. The faet that
T intend to conmfine my remarks strictly to
the paragraphs in the Governor’s Speech
will be sufficient guarantee that they must
of necessity be brief, After a very close
serutiny of the Speech as printed, and close
attention to the Speech as delivered, at the
expense of heing found guilty of repeating
a phrase which has been uttered before, I
may say that for a Speech that is wanting
in anything, in any meat or material of any
deseription, commend me to this one. Par-
ticularly is this the ecase when we come to
take it as a reflex of the policy of the Gov-
ernment of patriotic men, or men of busi-
wess scumen, who are placed in charge of a
great State like ours, with its wonderful
potentialities. 'When we take this Speech
as a reflex of the opinion of the Govern-
ment, which has been in power for four
years and which has an accumulated deficit
of four million pounds, then we must give
the whole thing up as an impossible pro-
position. First of all they come along with
problems of reconstruction, which they
have been facing for 4% years. When the
people get an opportunity, possibly next
year, of pronouncing judgment upon these
problems of reconstruction, they will per-
baps find someone eélse to unravel them.
When we find next year that the Govermor’s
Speech has been dictated, perhaps by the
Collier Government, we shall probably find
foo that the Address-in-reply will not be
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prolonged as it has been this session. Im-
mediately that programme is brought along
members will not say, ‘‘I will not speak to-
night. T think I will let it stand over for
a week or two? It is my opinion that the
Labour Government will be in power, and
we will find that hon. members will not be
getting up and apologising for the Govern-
ment, ag so many of them have done during
this debate, with the exception of Mr. Miles.
I congratulate that hon. member on the
remarks he made to-might. Hon. members
will at least leave the question of apologis-
ing to the Minister in charge of the House,
Of course the leader of the House will ex-
plain that they will have so many members
picking holes in the Jegislation that they
are bound to rush in. However, whatever
the holes may be, I do not think they will
be as bad as we have at present. We are

all pleased to know that there is to be a ,

bountiful harvest. I scarcely see what His
Excellency knows about it, or even what
the members of the Government know of
it. Certainly they ought to know all about
the harvests in the FEastern States, because
.they frequently manage to get over there,
but so far ag I can judge they do not worry
much about visiting the agricultural dis-
tricts in this State. Indeed, they pay but
little attention to any portion of the State,
with the excaeption of the South-West.
In paragraph 6 of the Speech the Govern-
ment fake to themselves considerable credit
for having settled 3,000 soldiers on the
land. I should like to know how many of

those 3,000 soldiers have been settled on

new country. T have taken a good deal of
* interest in the question of repatriation, not
merely since the soldiers returned, but dur-
ing the progress of the war, and I ventore
to say that a2 very smasall proportion of our
soldier settlers are loeated on mew country.
In my province almost every seecond day
gomebody or other ig heard explaining that
hig farm is under offer to the Repatriation
Department. Every day we find the soldiers
unsuceessfully secking for Jand which is not
available except at an enormouns figure. Mr,
MeLarty, of course, is not prepared to pay
fancy prices for farms, while on the other
hand the practiecal farmer will not, without
special inducement, leave one holding to
take on another. We frequently fihd good
farmers supplanied by returned soldiers
who know but little of the principles of
farming. TFancy prices are being paid for
established farms, and in consequence the
pricc of alienated land is being increased’
all round. Neotwithstanding all this, the
soldiers are being settled mostly on estab-
lished farms vacated by practical farmers.
I moved an amendment to the Soldiers
Land Settlement Bill last session. This
Chamber viewed the. amendment sympa-
thetically, but when it got to another place
the Attorney General rendered it impraetie-
able. Had my amendment been ecarried
and put into operation it would have pro-
vided an opportunity for the setiling of

[COUNCIL.]

goldiers on pastoral areas.” Mr. Miles Te-
ferred to the way in which squatters are
evading ‘the Land Act. !

Hon. G. J. G. W, Miles: T said ‘‘carry-
ing out the spirit of the Aet.”

Hon. J. W, HICKEY: The pastoralists
themselves can see the writing on the wall,

. They know that there is no possibility of

their hoiding on to their vast areas for all
time. Tt is as well that the truth should
be recognised and that, taking the bull by
the horns, we should cancel the present
leages. Of course I agree that the rights of
vested interests should be protected and
consideration given te the men who have
invested their money in pastoral areas.
When T say that men could make good liv-
ings on much smaller areas than obtain to-
day, I am speaking, not of the Kimberleys,
but of the country which I know. Along
the Murchison, from Geraldton right norih,
the counfry is held in large areas, but the
bholders themselves recognise that they
could achieve success on much gmaller areas.
A year or two age Mr. Drew in this House
moved an amendment restricting pastoral
areas to 20,000 aecres. I am not going to
say that 20,000 acres is sufficient. Still,
what applies to the agrieulturdl areas
should also apply to the pastoral areas, and
if a board of experienced men say that
20,000 acres iz sufficient, wg should abide
by their decision. .In the Ximberleys it
may be said that a million aeres is neces-

- gary. I am not concermed about the area,

but I say that the Government should ap-
point sueh a board, and the decision of the
board as to the area reguired should be
final. I have previously been taken to task
for advocating this proposition, Mr. Miles
will remember that on one oceasion Mr.
Jock Thompson, speaking to a body of re-
turned soldiers at Claremont, said that an
area of 6,000 acres would be sufficient.

Hon. G. J. G. W, Miles: He said 2,000
aeres. . .

Hon. J. W. HICKEY: That, of course,
was ridiculous. - He was only damming the
cause he sought to advocate. He did not
know what he was talking about, or else he
was deliberately trying to throw cold water
on the proposition. But if a-board of ex-
perts is appointed to advise uwa as to the ex-
tent of country an agriculturist sheuld hold,
the same prineiple should he applied .tor
pastoral ecuntry, I know of men mapking
good on 15,000 and 20,000 aeres. - That
ftatement can be fully verified, We should
have a system of land resumption, mot only
in pastoral ecountry, but right along the
line, I intend moving in this direction at a
later date. The Govermment should resume
the pastoral land required. - .

Hon. G. J. G. W, Milea: There are mil-’
lions of acres of upoccupied country.-

Hon. J. W. HICKEY: Yes, the couniry
behind the Leotold Ranges. It is said to be
good enough’ for returned soldiers, but I say
that only the hest of the land is _good
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engugh for returned soldiers. I sineerely trust
that the Minister, who is sympathetic enough
towards returned soldiers, will take this
proposition info serious consideration, if omly
becanse public opinion demanda it. In my
own province the whole of the district has
been canvassed, and every public meeting
has been unanimously in favour of  the
proposition. Moreover, the squatters them-
selves recognise the jnstice of the claim. Not
only in connection with pastoral areas, but
in respect also to unimproved land, something
must be done if we are not to go to the
dogs. From here to Geraldton, from here to
Albany and from here to Bunbury, the same
thing applies. When, the other evening, Mr.
Moore quoted Mr, Connor, formerly of the
Agricultural  Department, Sir FEdward
. Wittenoom, inferjeeting, said  that when
~Mr. Connor left the service he did
not take up land in that portion of
the country referred te by Mr. Moore,
‘A year or two ago I travelled with
Mr. Connor when he was on a tour of ‘in-
spectipn. He then told me that there was no
finer country in Amnstralia than that from
Dongarra right through. Mr. Connor is a
Victorian, from the western districts, which
have been built up on the dairying industry,
-and he shonld know the value of land. I have
not the history of Mr. Connor's dismissal,
but T know he was keen on taking up land
in that distriet. However, he could get it,
becauge most of that country iz held in big
holdings. It certainly is the finest dairying
country in Western Australia, There is no
necessity to go to the South-West and slog
into the big trees, because there is plenty
of good country in the Geraldton distriet,
but we require something in the nature of
an unimproved land tax so that the big
- areas may be brought into use. This must
“be- done if the distriet is to progresa. I
trust the Government will do something in
this direction for the benefit of the returmed
soldiers. Mining matters have been dealt with
exhaustively by Mr. Cunaingham, but I
. wish fo refer to the matter of the water
gupply for the men working on the Irwin
coal geam, A few days ago 1 asked the
leader of the House eertain questions, In
another place, Mr. Willeock elicited the in-
formation that the bore is now down 300ft.
.It is vpositively disgraceful that ne pro-
.vigion has been made for .a water supply.
After long years of agitation the Govern-
ment have started boring for coal, but if a
water supply is not provided the men en-
gaged in boring for coal, doubtless, at a
high rate of pay, will have to be sent out
presently for water. As a matter of fact,
_the Water Supply Department is conduct-
ing the tvo operations. This might be a
rival coalfield to that at Collie, but I know
Mr. Ewing is rleased to hear of the dis-
covery. If my prognostications are correct,
the wen engaged on the boring for coal will
in the next month or two have to go out and
fook for water.
Hon. J. Ewing: Quite true,

‘mining industry generally,
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Hon. J. W, HICKEY: The Government
should consider this matter, After years of
battling we have succeeded in getting the
boring plant there, and if through any neg-
lect on the part of the Government it is
taken away, many years may elapse before
we get it there again and the damage to the
reputation of the district will be irreparable.
I think this is a very promising coalfield, and
Y hope the Icader of the House will see that,
a water supply is assured. Regarding the
sufficient has
been said to arouse the Government to a
sense of their responsibilities. Mr. Miles has
cordially endorsed the remarks made in sup-
port of the Mines Regulation Bill and the
necessity for amending the Workers’ Com-
pensation Aet. Tt would take only a few
moments to deal with the matters ‘contained
in the Governor’s Speech, but it would take
quite a long time to deal with those which
are not mentioned in the Speech. There are
the matters of health and eduéation, two
fundamental questions, and both of them
ignored. Perhaps the Government have not
much interest in these matters, though we
know the Minister for Education specialises
in them, Maybe he has not been able to exert
sufficient infinence to induce the Government
to include references to them in the Speech.
In the- metropolitan area the health of the
community is absolotely and entirely ne-
glected. I am with Dr. Baw in regretiing
that health mattérs find no place in the Gov-
ernor’s Speech. Although the Public Health
Aet empowers the local authorities and the
Government to take drastic action, they allow
al! sorts of tin-pot hovels fo be placed on
very small areas of land. '

Hen. J. Nicholson: Not in Perth.-

Hon, J, W, HICKEY: The Government are
insisting on quarter-acre blocks for soldiers’
homes, but in every centre it is possible to
find two houses of a very ordinary kind on
the one block, and the kiddies playing in the
gutters. I regret that Dr. Saw did not go
exhaustively into this matter because, apart
from his secientific trainirig, he has oppor-
tunities to become acquainted with the coum-
ditions which exist. Many -of the members
who represent the metropolitan arcas would
be well advised te make an inspection for
themselves. They might make an inspection
wilh some of those ladies who take an inter-
est in social reform. T~ have heard many
gpeeches delivered in connection with social
reform, but those who eriticise most severaly
are generally the ones who have never evinced
sufficient interest to make an .inspection for
themselves. This condition of affairs obtains
in Perth and Fremantle to-day. I was rather
aurprised at the answer given to-day by the
Minister to my question regarding relief for
ol age pensioners. Mr. Baglin has already
referred to the matter. I suppose the Gov-
ernment congider that the old age pensioners
do unot matter very much.

Horn. A, H. Panton: Should be knocked
on the head. .

Hon, J. W. HICKEY: Evidently that is
the opinion of the Government, and what ap- -
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plies to the old age pensioners iy gradually
being applied to the returned seldiers. The
lot of the old age pensioner to-day will be
the lot of the returned@ soldier very shortly
at the hands of the present National Gov-
ernments in Australia and particularly in
Woestern Australia, the most patriotic State
of all. T asked the Government whether they
are prepared to review their action in with-
_ drawing relief from old age pensioners and
the answer was that they arve not. If the
Government, instead of laying down a hard-
.and-fast rule, permitted the .officer in charge
to exercise his own  discretion, it would be
better, but they are not prepared to do even
that. They practically say, ‘‘You old age
pensioners are getting a pension and you
ought to be satisfied. Whether you can sub-
sist on it or not, we are not coneerned.’*
This -is .not 'a businesslike or a proper atti-
tude to adopt. Some of the immigrants who
eame here will grow o¢ld, thongh I do not
think they will ba attracted here by reason
of the old age pension. We have made a
proud boast of our old age pensions and of
our ‘maternity honus. The Labour party
held themselves up as leaders of political
thought in the world, but the rest of the
world has not only overtaken us bnt has left
us bebind, and now we find that the attitude
of the Government in regard to old age pen-
sioners is, ‘*You may go bang; your pensign
iz good enough. You have outlived your use-
fulness,” and as the hon. member inter-
Jjected, ‘“You should,K be kuocked .in the
head,”? ‘ ’

Hon. G. J. G. W. Miles: What about the
homes for those peopla?

Hon. J, W. HICKEY: I have heard some-
thing about the Old Men’s Home, but I do
not intend td touch wpon that to-night. If
I started on that subject, I might find my-
gelf whére some of the old chaps themselves
finish up, namely in the river. I cannot un-
derstand  thovegh, how the -Government ar-
rived af their decision or. what prompted
them to withdraw this relief, Derhaps the
leader of the House will give us an explana-
tion. )

The Minister for Education:
know anything about it.

T do not

Hon. J. W. HICKEY: I thought that
was the case becanse my experience .is
that, though the Minister is a strong

man and pretty -obstinate at times, he is
of kindly disposition 'and has a cer-
tain amount of human feeling. Whatever
else he is, he would not do an unkindly act
and, whatever the present Grovernment have
deve, they have done without his sanetion.
Of course, he ought to know what the Gov-
ernment have done and. I hope he will put
in his spoke and get the mistake rectified.
Mr. Miles, I noticed, looked very hard at this
gside of the House on various occasions when
he was referring to the proposed railway
from Meekatharra -to the Northern Territory
and to the possibilties of that pertion of the
State. BEven hefore I had the acquaintance
of the hon. member, the proposition of a rail-
way to the North-West had appealed to me,
and whatever little assistance I can give will

akas.

[COUNCILY

bz forthcoming. In the North-Wast.we have
cne of our finest assets, but I cannot recon-
cile the hon. member’s antagoniam to State
steamiships with his desire that the Govern-
ment should build this railway. He ought to
know what prompied the Labour party to in-
stitute the State steamghip service on the
North-Weat coasts. They endeavoured, not to
give the cpeople in the city— :

Hon. G. J. G. W. Miles: To give them
cheap meat, . '
Hon. J. W. HICEEY: They have been

dccused of that, and T do not know that
there is very much wrong about it. ‘We had
complaints from the small growers that the
space on the boats was commandeered by the
bigger growers—Connor, Deherty & Durack
and Torrest & Emanuel and suclilike people
——and small growers in the North had no qp-
portunity to get their stodk to-market. Every
member knows that this was correct, and that
that -was 'the reason why the Labour Govern-
‘ment established the State steamship service,
It was not a matter of socialistic enterprise;
there were better opportunities down 'here to
indulge in their pet fancies without geing :to
the North-Wost.

Hon, 'G. J. G, W. Miles: They let their
space .to the big man just the same as the
private companies.

Hon, 3. W, HIGKEY: That is so. The
‘big -man had his opportunity and the small
man had his opportunity to get his stock to
market and, since the establishment of thaf
garvice, there has mever been a -complaint
Ffrom the -smaller growers, - :

Hon. G." J. ‘G. W. Miles: “Phe "boats .ave
mnever running. :

Hon, J. W, HICKEY: Of course the war
gave 4 wonderful opportunity -to some of
these people. Thronghont the war the north-
west «woagt -was the best provided coast in
the world, But the boats operating on the
coast took advantage of the opportunity to
charge high freights. .

Hon. G. J. G. 'W. Miles: Nothing of the
sort, If it had mot been for the Singapore
boats we would have been starving.

Hon. J. W. HICEEY: The hon. member
does not look as if he had starved much up
to the present. Both financially and physie-
ally he seems fo have done fairly well, 1
am rather surprised at the hon. gentleman’s
attitude, because I attach a very great deal
of importance to his uiterances, especially
those regarding the North-West. He has
seen the Prime Minister with regard to -the
proposed railway for the North-West, and
naturally he knows all about the project.
But he complains that other members have
not studied the North-West. His attack this
afternoon was directed largely on this side
of the House, where, as it happens, he has
some of his strengest supporters. Still, those
supporters cannot agree with his eranky idea
about stocking the North-West with Kan-
The White Anstralian policy must be
observed. The address which the hon. gen-
tleman delivered at the Trades Hall was
much appreciated there, though severely
criticised. I hope that behind the railway
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scheme there is nothing further, such as the
importation of black labour into the north-
ern portion of this State. Although I am
prepared to support the railway, and al-
though I hope the survey will be made in
the near future, T am satisfied that black
labour is in the minds of many of its sup-
porters, thongh not in the mind of the hon.
member,

Hon. G. J. G. W. Miles: That is the only
alternative to the building of the railway.

Hon, J. W, HICEEY: We have heard that
old gag before. We heard it in Queensland.
The first thing people tell us about an in-
dustry is that it  camnot pay if higher wages
or better conditions are granted. We are
told that the North-West can only be de-
veloped by black labour. But if it cannct
be developed withont black labour, let it re-
main as it iz indefinitely. We are going to
stand- by the White' Australian policy. We
are prepared to assist the hon. member ana
his powerful syndicate as far as we can, but
not to the extent of black labour. I know
ithat we are taking chances even in regard to
the railway, buot we are prepared to take
‘those chanees.+ We think the White Austra-
lian sentiment is sufficiently strong to fight
certain interests behind that railway. When
the railway does come throngh, I believe it
will not only develop the pastoral and agri-
cultural resources of the North, but its min-
eral resources .28 well. Smelters should be
erected at the port of Geraldton. I think
the hon. member will support me in that.
Then there will ‘be an opportunity for the
development of the cenmtral portion of this
State as well. A laboratory might bé in-
stituted in connection with the amelter and
then tests could be made of the mineral pos-
sibilities of the North-West, in. which term
I include the Murchisen. I am antieipating
listening this evening to the leader of the
Bouse, who, I hope, will, as he always does,
go thoroughly into the many proposals put
before him. I cannot, however, neglect this
opportunity of being perhaps a little paro-
¢hial by making a reference to the Geraldton
water scheme. I would not do this but for
the fact that for some considerable time past
there has been a controversy on the subject
between the member for Geraldton in the
Liegislative Assembly (Mr. Willcock) and
the Minister for Works.' I have no intention
of bringing forward domestic squabbles, par-
ticularly as I never like to class myself with
the parish pump politicians, Perhaps the
leader of the House knows something about
this matter, because he happened to he pre-
sent at a little civie funection that was ten-
dered to a Ministerial party at Geraldton an
one occasion. ‘Undoubtedly a definite pro-
mise was given to the Geraldton people by
the present Minister for Works of a water
scheme for the town. 1 was present when
the promise was made. I was present when
the Minister for Works said definitely that
all he required was the sanction of the Ger-
aldton people and he would turn the first sod
of the scheme practically the next day. The
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amount of money required is £80,000, I be-
lieve. All that the Minister for Works
asked for was an expression of the willing-
uess of the people of Gerzldton to undertake
this liability, when the scheme would be
gone on with immediately. A public meet-
ing was called in Geraldton and unani-
mously decided to shoulder the financial
responsibility. But the Minister for  Works
has not earried out his promise, That is the
position. Irrespective of what the Minister
for Works may say to his eolleagues in Cab-
inet, he has done nothing since. He is chas-
ing for water up there yet. - !

Hon. G. J. G. W, Miles: Did not the Publie
Works Department find they were on the
wrong scheme?

Hon. J. 'W. HICKEY: They are still on
the same scheme, and there is any quantity
of water available. As a fact, this prope-
gition has been going on for a very long
time. If one cannot accept the word of a
Minister in this conmec¢tion, when can one
aceept it? I know the promise was defi-
nitely given. It was given in my presence,
The public meeting of Geraldton people was
held on a Wednesday, and the Minister for
Works was wired to on the next day. I saw
his reply to Mr. Willecock. I therefore pro-
test against the Geraldton .people being
gulled in this direction as they have beem in
others. The Minister for Works has -either
been weak or hag allowed himself to he over-
ruled by his Engincer-in-Chief, Mr, O’Brien,
the engineer in charge of the proposition,
should be a compentent man; if he is nat,

‘he ought to be sacked. He reported on the

Geraldton -proposition and recommended  it.
His report was adopted by the Minisier, 1
enderstand. That s all the information I
can get. But then comes along Mr. Thomp-
son, the big chap, with his report, which evi-

" dently overrede Mr. O’Brien’s.

Hon. G. J. & W, Miles: And saved ‘the
people of Geraldton a few thousand pounds.

Hon,.J, HICEKEY: Possibly; but Cerald-
ton will be a very ihportant part of the
North-West one of these days—perhaps the
seat. of government. That must be taken
into consideration. It is quite possible that
Mr. Thompson who has made mistakes in
the past, is making a migtake in thig in-
stance. Evidently the Minister is satisfied
to aecept the opinion of a man who knows
really nothing about water supply, although
he may know all about engineering. The
Minister appears to be satisfled to cancel Mr,
O’Brien’s opinion. Someone is responsible.
I hope the leader of the House, when reply-
ing, will give me some nformation. No in-
mformation can be obtained from the Min-
ister for Works, In reply to a question
asked by the member for Geraldton in the -
Legislative Assembly, the Minister for
Works said that he had reeeived no informa-
tion. We want to know whose word we
sre to take. We eannot take the word of
the Minister for Works. If the member for
Geraldton in another place can get no =at-
isfaction there, I must ask the leader of
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- this House for the.information that is due
to the people of Geraldton. Ef the hon.
" gentleman cannot give the information to-
mght, perhaps he will give it on some other
evening. In antieipstion of hearing the
leader of the House speak this evening, T
shall say no more, but simply, suppert the
.motion for the adoption .of the Address-in-

reply Y

- The MINIS’I‘ER— FOR EDUCATION
- (Hon. H. P. Colebatch—East) ({842]: I
trust hon, members will give me absolution
for the many sins of omission that I am
bound to commit during my rerl}a.r)igt,lthls
evening. They will, T hope;.realise that. it
will be impossible for me, in anythnllg tike
reasonable time, to cover the whole of the
ground which has been traversed' by hon.
_members in this debate. I fully appreciate
“the fact that there are a great many things
., which seem of tremendovs importance to cer-
" fain members, and which may not for the
" moment strike me as being of equal import-
ance; and if T omit references to matters of
. that kind which hon. members think I should
 have referred to. T can assure them that if
by way of questmn or in any other manner,
. guch & matter is brought to my notice again,
"I will try and repa.xr the omission. This de-
bate on the Address-in-reply has been an un-
’ usua.lly protracted one; and at all events o
far' as_its closing speeches are concerned I
think I may say that it has been character-
ised by unusyal vigour, netwithstanding that
nothmg has been said to which I could take
the least exceptmn However, we have had
more spirit in the debate durmg the last half-
dozen speeches than is usual; and perhaps
that is all for the good. The speeches bave
been rich in classical and postic quotation,
in historical and biblical references, and in
seientifie allusions. I do not expeet for a
moment that I shall be able to satisfy every
hon, member. We have in this House repre-

gentatives of all shades of political opinion -

and of all grades of social thought. Mr.
Ewing, towards the close of his address, said
that there would be abundance of money
available for investment in Western Amustra-
lia if eapitalists could be satisfied that they
.. would be entirely free from Government ¢om-
petition and interference, and also satisfied
. that they wonld be freed from the embarrass-
ments of industrigl unrest. That is the point
of view of the capitalist.
Mr. Ewing made his speech, a telegram ap-
peared in the ‘*West *Auastralian’’ setting
forth the claims of the railway workers in
Queensland Thosse claims were summarised
in these words—

The workers, in order to ma.mtam good
health, must have a sufficiency of fresh
air, abundance of food, sunitable clothing,
good housing accommodation, sufficient re-
ereation, and freedem- from care and
anxjety.

I admit at once it is desirable that the
capitalist should feel he is free from Gov-
"ernment competition and interference and

But the same day .

[COUNCIL.]

that he is free from the possibility of in-
duogtrial unrest, I want also to admit it is
highly desirable that the worker should
‘have a sufficieney of fresh air, abundant
food, sunitable elothing, housing accommeoda-
tion, sufficient recreation, and freedom from
care and anxiety.

Hon, J. W, Hickey: What about a mem-
ber of Parliament?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
While admitting all that, I am also bound
to admit that I do nof think the present
‘Government will achieve these things, If
the Government or Parliament could secure
~that- each side should have exactly what
it wants I am afraid there would be no more
unhe -for -members of Parliament., I would
like to congratulate the mover of the
Address-in-reply not ounly on his election to
the House, but also on the very interesting
and informative speech he made when mov-
ing the adoption of the Address. I do not
krow that there were many maitters he
raised that regquire to be commented on by
me at this stage. He was quite right in
agsuming thai the proposed amendment of
- mining legislation is to deal with tributing,
but I do not know that any good purpose
would be served by discussing that queation
until the Bill is before the House. Another
matter on which the hon. member desired
information was the intention of the Gov-
ernment’ in regard to the remuneration of
jurors, His argument is sound. The posi-
tion is that the remuneration of jurors is
fixed by the Jury Act, which was passed
many years ago. Circumstances, however,
have altered to such an extent ay to justify
its amendment, and the matter is at the
present time receiving consideration. In
the meantime judges have recommended
special fees in cases making big ealls on the
time of jurors, and those fees have heen
paid. T do not intend to go through the
remarks of members individuvally, but so
far as T am able to do so-I shall deal with
their statements under the different head-

ings. I come first to the question of finanes.*

It will be generally admitted that we are
gtil) living in aboormal times, and that it
would be guite impessible for any Govern-
ment to frame its Estimates of revenue and
expenditnre with that degtee of accuracy
that may be expected in other circum-
gtances. The year just concluded resmnlted
in a smaller deficit than was anticipated.
It is quite true there were numerous in-
creases in both revenue and expenditure,
but I think an analysis of these increases
will show that they were of a character

that the Government could not reasonably

have been expecied to foresee, and the fact
that there are thess increases is no evi-
dence of reckless or careless finance. Some
of the items of increase as compared with
the prewious year are worthy of a moment’s
consideration. In the first place interest
and sinking fund obligations the Govern-
ment of course did foresee. They increased
by £89,000 as compared with the year be.
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fore. T am dealing now in round figures.
There was also an unforeseen expenditure
in connection with the influenza epidemic.
That amounted to £56,000. The increase in
the salaries paid- to members of the ecivil
service amounted to £35,000; the increase
to teachers to £24,000, the increased salaries
and wages bill in the Railways, Tramways,
and Electricity Departments to £338,000,
the increases to police £26,000, and the
increased cost of stores and materials
to £186,000, In those iiems alone we
. have a total of three-quarters of s million,
representing increases in expenditure that
no Government could possibly have avoided.
Sir Edward Wittenoom suggested it was
derogatory to the State that other States
like New South Wales and Queensland
should be able to point every year to the
Western Australian deficit. If either of
those States of New South Wales or QQueens-
land provided by way of ginking fund, for
the liquidation of their outstanding liabili-
ties in the way that Western Australia
does, each would show a defieit correspond-,
ingly as large as curs. Of last year’s deficit
no less a sum than £319,692 was money
actually paid ont of revenme account in
sinking fupd for the redemption of loans,
and in the same period the interest on our
accumulated sinking funds amounted to
almost an equal sum, So that if those other
States, New South Wales, or Queensland,
had done as mueh as we have done in the
way of paying back old debts they would -
have shown as big a deficit as we. We can
set off and are entitled to set off against
our deficit not only the amount that we
contribute in ginking fund, but a sum almost
equally large each year from the invest-
ment of our accumulated minking fund. Tt
is worth while to consider just where our
revenue comes from and where it goes. The
ordinary revenue of the State is £2,505,000.
Business undertakings return £3,183,000 and
trading concerns £174,000, making a total
of £5863000, In connection with expendi-
ture, ordinary expenditure accounts for
£1,883,000, business . and trading concerns
£2,586,000, and interest and sinking fund
£2,062,000, a total of £6,531,000. The real
trouble 8o far as Weslern Australian
finance is concerned is that the revenie
from our business undertakings and trading
concerns, after paying working expenses, is
cot nearly eunough to pay the interest and
sinking fund om' the money invesied in
those concerns, Thai iy the real trouble in
regard to our finances at the present time.
Our ordinary revenue is ample for onr
ordinary expenditure, bnt the business
undertakings and trading concerns do not
return over and above working expenses
nearly enmough money {o pay interest and
sinking fund on the loans. The money in-
vested in business undertakings, the chief
one of which is the railway system, amounts
to £25000,000, The money invested in
trading concerns is £1,800,000, a total of
£26,800.000. The revenue for the last wear
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from these vndertakings was £3,357,000, and
the expenditure £2,586,000, leaving a bal-
ance of £771,000. The interest at 4} per cent.
amounted to £1,139,000, and the sinking
fund to £268,000, so that as against the sur-
plus of revenue over the expenses of £771,000
we have to find interest and sinking fund in
respect of not all our total loan obligations,
but in respect of loan money invested in
these undertakings of £1,407,000. There we
have a shortage of £635,000, -which, in a
word, is the deficit we have to face. Our
business undertakings and trading concerns
failed by an amount of £635,000 to pay in-
terest and sinking fund on the money in-
vested in them, and there we have the deficit
for the year.

Hon. &. J. G. W. Miles: Can you deal
with the trading concerns separately?

The MINISTER ¥OR EDUCATION:
Yes, I intend to do that, The railways are of
course responsible for the bulk of the de-
ficit, but it must be remembered that the
loss on the railway system is not peeuliar to
Western Augtratia, . The English railways
last year, under Government control lost
0 millions sterling. The Canadian railways,
glso, under Government control, lost 10 mil- °
lions sterling last year. I doubt if it could be
possible to conceive a business in whieh it.ie
more difficult to adjust the revenue to the
expenditure in abnormal times thdn in rail-
way undertakings, The freights fall off, the
buginess falls off, and it is not possible to
adjust the expenditure. Thé same overhead
charges have to be carried, and particularly
when inereases have to be paid for com-
modities, and when it is mecessary to .in-
crease the salaries and wages, we get it
both ways. Not only Western Auvstralia has
found it impossible to balance its railway
account in recent years, it has been the ex-
perience all over the world, If we take into
account all' increases the railway systems
have- been subjected to sinece the beginning
of the war, and set against those increases
our one comparatively small increase in fares
and freights, I do not think it will be said
that the users of the railways have not ben-
efited very largely. They have not .been
called upon to pay the extra freightz that
might have been demanded. During the year
revenue was adversely affected by strikea.
The railways lost £40,000, the steamers lost
£18,000, the Water Supply Department lost
£18,000, a total of £76,000, There is another
set of figures which I propose to quote to
hon, members, and I thitk are very signi-
ficant. For the aix months ended Decem-
ber, 1918, the' deficit was £406,000, That was
in the first half of the year before last. But
in the firgt half of last year the deficit was
£603,000. In the second half of the year be-
fore last the deficit was £245,000, but in the
second half of last year the deficit was only
£64,000. The signifieance of that is that the
closing half of last "year was the best aix
months in the history of the State for
several years past. The reason for that was
that all the industries of the State gradu-
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ally recovered, and there was greater aetiv-
ity everywhere, and adjustments were gradu-
ally being made in connection with the in-
creased expenditure all round. It is reason-
able to assume that the better conditions
during the last six months of the financial
year just eclosed will be reflected in the
future, and that the Government .will he
able, in the course of two or threec weeks’
time, to present a Budget illustrating that
improvement., It wiil be impossible, of
course, without additional taxation or some
extreme method of retrenchment, to sweep
out a deficit of £650,000, but I do think,
following upon the figures of last year, that
the Government will be able to show a re-
asonable prospect of doing away with a sub-
stantial portion of that deficit, even withont
increasing tazation or without any of the
drastic systems of retrenchment some hon.
members have suggesfed, which proposals,
if carried out, would, in my opinion, have
the effect of making the deficit much larger,
I am sorry 8ir Edward Wittenoom is not
here this evening, because there are some
suggestions he made that I would like to
discuss in his presence. He spoke a good
. deal about the sale .of the timber mills to
the French syndicate, and he appeared dis-
inclined to aecept my assurance that the
Government had no opportunity of selling
thioge mills to the syndicate. I do not think
any hen. thember is ignorant of the exchange
existing between France and England, and
between France and Australin. The French
syndicate had put wp a small deposit of
about £2,000, and the next step before the
matter was submitted to Parliament was
that the symdicate had to put up another
deposit of £20,000. Wher the time arrived
to put up that deposit we were informed
that they could not do it exvept by way of
French bonds., Had the syndicate gone on
with the deal—T forget exaetly the figures
they had to pay, I think it was £400,000—
it- would have meant -that in French money,
with the rates of exchange as they Were
then, they would bave been compelled to
pay 75 per cent. more than that £400,000.
I well remember, when we were on our way
to the North-West, that a French pearl buyer
came on board at Broome. He said he was
going back to France, that it was impossible
for him to do business here. This was be-
fore Franee had excluded the importation of
pearls. He said he had looked at pearls for
which the sellers wanted £3,000. He ecould
get £3,000 for them in IFrance, but he
would have had to raise on the present ex-
change £5,000 with which to pay for them,
The. exchange had rendered it impossible for
him to do business in the same way that it
was impossible for the French syndicate,
which was anzious enough to buy the timber
mills, to pay for them at the price which
they had underfaken to pay. Sir Edward
Wittenoom sets up the novel suggestion that
we ghould square our finances by getting rid
of some of the State enterprises. He was
good enongh to tell us that we were to keep
the railways, and the North-West steamers,
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and the Implement works. I should like to
have asked him if he had been here, if he
wonld alsoe have included the Wyndham
Freezing Works. I think the hon. member
would have answered in the affirmative, and
suid that he would exclude them as well. I
do net think he would have suggested we
should sell them, beeause they are operating
in the interests of the pastoralists in the
North and in view of the fact that Veateys
works are closed down, I think it would be
quite as difficolt for the Government to sell
the Wyndham Freezing Works as it would be
to sell the State Implement Works. In the
abisence of the hon, member I assume that it
he had been here he would have agreed to
the retenlion of the Wyndham Freezing
Works. He would cut down the deficit by
goetting rid of our industrial enterprises with
the exception of the railways, the North-
West steamers, the State Implement Works,
and I will alse inelude the Wyndham Freez-
ing Works, He would cut down the defieit
by selling every one of the State trading con:
cerng or business enterprises which shows a
profit, and retmin everyone which shows a

loss. I do not think, with the exeeption of

the four trading coneerng that I have gueted,
there is ome which does not show a profit.

Hon. G. J. G. W. Miles: Do the others pay
interest and depreciation?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
do not think with the exception of these four
there is any that does not pay. I am also
sure that, with the exception of these four,

" there is not ome that loses- anything appreci-

able or would make any considerable differ-
ence in the deficit. The losses on business
undertakings and State trading concerns are
logsses made by the railways, a little by the
North-West steamers, a considerable less. by
the Tmplement works, and aloss on the Wynd-
hain Freezing Works. These are the big losers
amongst the State trading concerns and busi.
ness underiakings. I am not discussing the
question from the point of view of the prin-
ciple of State trading coneerns, but sgimply
desire to answer Sir Edward Wittenoom’s
suggestions that he would squaré the finances
by disposing of our State trading concerns,
and to point out to him that these four are
the four that are losing money. Obvicusly
those things which one would sell would be
thoge which would be making money, and
those it would be difficadt to sell would be
those which are losing money, The timber
enterprise is making 2 profit.

Hon. G. J. & W, Miles: On the whole of
the capital: on interest and depreciationt?

The MINISTER FOR EDUGATION: -Yes.
The State hotels are showing a profit and the
South Perth ferries are showing a profit.

Hon. G. J. G. W. Miles: Ineluding the
“‘Perth”’¢ .

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Yes,
including interest and depreciation on the
‘“Perth’’ there is a profit of over £1,000 a
year. Al these things either show a profit
or a small loss, with the exXeception of the
four wkich Sir Edward Wittenoom desires
that the Government should retain. I kiow
that Mr. Sanderson, whom we hope to see



" [1 SmereasER, 1920.)

with us again shortly, would say that as a
matter of principle we should sell those which
did not pay, as we should not encourage
Btate enterpriscs by running these things
which do pay. I coild understand that
point of wiew, but c¢annot understand Sir
Edward Wittenoom’s argument that we
shonld get rid of all these enterprises which
make a profit, or are paying their way, and
retain ail those that are losing propositions
in order to square our finances, I have ex-
plained the position in regard to our rail-
‘ways. Tt iz one which will. to some extent
right itself. On the Implement Works there
is a considerable loss. I have no doubt they
serve a usefnl purposs, but it would be ex-
tremely difficult for the Government to sell
them,

Hon. G. J. G. W. Miles: What is the capi-
tal of the State Implement Works?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
cannot tell the hon. member off hand, but
shall be glad to obtain the information for
him, The Wyndham Freezing Works is s
fremendously diffienlt proposition, :

Hon. J. Ewing: An awful one:

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: 1
can best Hlustrate that in this way.
works: were estimated at the outset to- cost
£200,000 and interest and depreciation, leav-
ing out sinking' fund: for the present, amount-
ing to about 10 per cent,, gave an estimated
overhead charge of £20,000 per annum. I
was estimated that 30,000 head of caitle
per annum would be killed and treated there.
The total overhead charges, divided amongst
the 30,000 head of eattls, gave an average
charge of 13s. 4d. per beast. That was
the anticipation. Now we come f{o the
realisation. The capital cost of the works
was £800,000. The interest and depreciation,
again at 10 per cent,, became £30,000 instead
of £20,000. The number of cattle treated for
the year is ubont 12,000 instead of 30,000,
and the average charges,interest and depre-
ciation per beast instead of being 13s, 4d. be-

came £6 13s. 4d. per head. That is sufficient to.

irdicate the difficulties of the sitnation.
Members will recollect that during the debate
in the Homge—IL do net think it was a
debate on the Appropriation Bill dealing
with the works, but the Address-in-reply de-
bate which preceded it—it was argued, par-
ticularly by members representing the North-
West, that ihe great benefit that these works
would be was that chilled meat could be
brought down for consumption in the metro-
politan market, that we should save the wast-
age of 120Mbs. per beast on the voyage down,
and that this amount would go a long way
towards paying for the cost of the works.
The works were construeted on that assump-
tion, namely, that they wonld be used largely
for bringing chilled meat down to the metro-
politan market. To do that a fairly frequent
Elearanee at the works was anticipated. Tt
was thought that they wonld be cleared every
few weeks. Cousequenily a limited storage
capacity only was provided there. Tt seems
to me, however, that the general opinion now

The
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is that chilled meat from Wyndham cannot
compete in the metropolitan market with the
meat that is bronght down on the hoof. It is
expected that all Wyndham meat will have
to be exported, frozem or tinned, =o
that we find ourselves landed with works
constructed on the. assumption that they
are going to be cleared every few
weeks and laving & storage capacity for
only 1,000 tons, whereas we have to carry
on an entirely export business, to handle
whick other works in Australia are equipped
with a storage capacity of not less than 4,000
tong. The Government are doing all they can
to remedy this diffieult situation. The remedy
may invelve an jinerease in the cost of the
works, But if that is so it will mean employ-
ing them at their ntmost eapacity, which in -
turn will make it possible to break down or
reduce the crugshing overhead charges per
head of beasts treated.

Hon. &. J. G. W. Miles: It is a good ar-
gument to show that these State {rading con-
cerns should never have been started.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: An-
other brilliant idea of Sir Hdward Wit-
tenoom’s was to save £100,000 on the educa-
tional vote. How was he going to do this$
He was. going to do it by eutting out the eon-
tinuation classes. The total cost of the com-
tinuation classes for last year—mnot in Perth,
because they are not only in Perth, but in all
large centres of population, where they are
keenly appreciated by the people—by the
cutting out of which Sir Edward Wittenoom
was going to save £100,000, was £7,746. 1
admit that the continuation classes are not all
they ought to- be: I shall never be satisfied
until eur compulgory age is- increaged, and
every child is: compelled to eontinue his edu-
eation longer than he or she does now. What
we should do is to follow the example set in
England. We should abolish night continua-

"tion elagses, and establish in their stead com-

pulsory ddy continngtion classes, classes which
every boy and girl after leaving school
at the age of 14 would. We compelled to at-
tend for a certain number of hours in the
week in their employer’s time; becavse it is
the emyloyer who will gpt the: benefit of this
training, and it showld alse be at the em-
ployer’s expense. That is what is being done
in England. If they can do this in am ¢ld
country like England surely in a progressive
country like this we ean do the same. That
would. cost 8 great deal mdre money than we
are spending now, There are obstacles in the
way of doing this quickly, and the cost is one
of thess. The State has been apending on
secondary education, apart from the Univer
sity, £11,000° per annum. On technical edu-
cation we apent altogether the inadequate
sum of £16,000. On continuation classes we
have spent £7,000, as I have shown, and on
domestic economy and manual training we
have spent £12,000. If we group the whole
Jot together we bhave only half the amount
which Bir Edward Wittenoom is going to
save on the edueation vote. For his other
£50,000 we should have to-cut deeply into the
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- primary system of edueation, by which we
are teaching our children from the age of
six to fourteen. There is no other method by
whieh we could save that £100,000. We counld
save £50,000 by doing away altogether with
secondary education, with technical educa-
tion, with continuation &lasses, with domestic
economy classes and, with manual training. We
could stop them altogether, but the halance of
Sir Edward Wittenoom’s £100,000 we would
have to get by cutting into our primary edun-
cation. The only way to do that would be
by sbhutting down a large number of schools,
and denying educational facilities to a great

- number of our children. The schools that would
have to be shut down would naturally be

. these in the country., It would he said we
must do the greatest good for the greatest

number, and therefore we must keep those

schools on where there is a large number of
children to benefit from them. We would have
to cut down a number of schools in the coun-
iry where the cost amounts to over £20 per
head for each child. As a matter of fact, 2
great many employers of labour now are
morg alive to the sitmation than is Sir BEd-
ward Wittenoom. Employers of labour are
now appealing to the Government to extend
facilities by whieh young men, particularly,
can learn trades. Employers in the huilding
trade have requested the Govermment to -do
something in the way of teaching trades, be-
cause they say unless we do that we shall
find ourselves without any skilled tradesmen
before long. Sir Edward Wittenoom thinks
we should go back to the days of his child-
hood, for he thinks that what was good
enough for the workmen in those days is good
enough for them now. We are told we ought
to shut up the University, becauss there are
no rich men in the Biate to endow it. I think
Sir Edward Wittenoom said that there were
not 20 rich men in the State who could do
this. We have had a lot of bhiblical refer-
ences made during the debate, and T think
there is one about ‘‘a eity to be spared if
there is only one just man.’’ Althongh we
have had very few endowments from wealthy
men towards our TUniversity, I should Ye
sorry to think that there are mot in Western
Australia a good many rich men who are pre-
pared to tread what, to the rich man, is al-
ways the steep path, namely that of soeiel ser-
vice. We are not altogether without rich
men in Western Australia. It is diffienlt to
gay how many we have, because so many rich
men draw their incomes chiefly from com-
panies; but of those rich men who frade,
not through companies, but simply as individ-
ualg, 148 in Western Australia are paying in-
come tax on incomes of over £3,000 a year,

60 have incomes of over £5,000 a year, and

20 have incomes of over £10,000 a year. I

am not geing to accept it as a fact that we

should abandon the idea of running the Uni-
versity becanse we have not anybody who ean
afford to come to the assistance of the coun-
try which, after all, has served him very well
indeed. The hon. member said that he would
have hesitated to-make his attack on- the

- particularly in mining districts, the
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Education vote if he had not read an article
published in the ¢‘Sunday Times’’ of the pre-
vious week. I should have liked the hon.
member to be here now whilst I read the fol-
lowing short extract from another newspaper
article, reviewing S8ir Edward Wittenoom’s
attack on the education vote. To avoid
wearying hon. members I shall read only the
concluding four lines, as follows:—
In some respeets the oldest of our ex
Agent, Generals, with all his practical know-
ledge and wide experience, is full half a

centnry behind his time,.

‘Bingularly epough that is from the very

paper which 8ir Edward Wittenoom gquoted
in his speech, He quoted from -a lead-
ing article in the *‘Sunday Times,’’ and said
that if it bad not been for that article he
would have hesitated to attack the education
vote. Ironically enough, in the following
week the same newspaper came out with this

review of Sir Edward's attack. ‘‘The
hon. member takes the view that ed-
uecation iz a moderately good thing

for the richi and an immoderately bad thing
for the poor. It is an oid-fashioned idea
and one, which it woeuld be well for us if

“we could get rid of entirely.’’ Now I wish to

say & word about Dr. Saw’s comments on
the Perth Public Hospital. I cannot help
thinking that those comments have been mis:
iunderstood in certain guarters. I am sure!
that Dr. Saw made thoge remarks with the
intention of helping and improving the
Perth Public Hospital, I cannot agree with
him ir his atfack upon the committee. At
all events, that is a matter between him and’
the committee, and both seem to be putting
up a very good fight, But the position is
thig: for years past the Government have not
had npearly enough money for hospital pur-
poses. Not many years ago Dr. Saw was an
honorary member of the Minisiry, and I am
sure it would have been a very good thing
for Western Australia if he had been able to
take ministerial control of the Public Health
Department. However, he was called to
harder and higher service, and we had to do
without him. But during these years of
stresg and diffienlty the Government have
spent a good deal of momey on hospital ac-
commodation in Perth., In 1917-18 the pum
spent on the Perth Public Hospital was
£1,870, in the following year it amounted to
£862, and last year the amount was £2,068.
In all £5,000 has been spent in struectural
additions to. the hospital during the |[last
three years. Then -there is the Infectious
Diseases Hospital at West Subiaco. When
first I took over the department I was stag-
gered on going out to that hospital. T¢
seemed a dreadful place. (We have had very
little money to do anything with it, but dur-
ing the last three years we have spent nearly
£10,000 on improvements to that hospital.,
Therefore, on the two hospitals alone we
have spent in three years £15,000, in addi-
tion to their maintenance. It is well to re-
member that in many conntry districts, and
people
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themselves contribute very largely—in some
instances to the extent of three-fourths—to
the cost of runping their hospitals, whereas
in the metropolitan area the Government
have to pay the lot. In spite of that, we

have spent during the last three years
nearly £15,000 in additions to the Perth
Public Hoespital and the Infections Dis-

.enses Hospital. I should like to see a great
deal more gpent, but in view of the pressing
necessity for inercased hespital accommoda-
tion ‘and medical faeilities all over the State
I think we have probably given the people
of Perth as much as they are entitled to in
proportion fo others. If to-day the Govern-
ment were prepared to ask for, and Parlia-
ment prepared to vote, an extra £100,000,
it eould all be gpent in giving to the people
additional medical and hospital facilities;
but, failing something of that sort, we must
go slow. Af present we are negotiating with
the Commonwealth Government, who desire
that the State should take over the treat-
" ment of soldiers whom it iz intended shall
Ye discharged from the Base Hospital at
" Premantle at the end of the year. We hope
“that by eo-operating with the Commonwealth
Government we shall save certain money and
get the necessary addifions made to the
Perth Publie Hospital, the new wards and
the out-patients’ department referred to. by
Dr. 8aw. The advantage will be that it will
‘save us raiging the money directly, because
.the buildings will be Commonwealth pro-
perty until the Commouwealth mno longer
needs them, when they will be handed over
"to the State and treated as transferred pro-
perties, and the sum deducted from the
amount owing on transferred properties, on
which the Commonwealth Government pay
us only three per cent. Thus we shall have
the buildings at a cost of three per cent, in-

stead of the six per cent. which we wounld .

“have to pay if we did the work ourselves.
It. cannot be said that the Government
~ have been unmindful of their obligations in
respect of hospitals and medieal facilities.
Tt must be admitted that if, as T know there
must be, there are defeets in the Perth Pub-
lie Hospital, the metropolitan community is
far better off than the commounities in other
parts of the country in the matter of medical
attention and hospital conveniences; and

‘great as may be the need for gome of
these things in the metropolitan: area,
there is still ~ greater mneed for them

in the outlying portions of the State.
I think the House is indebted to Mr.
.Panton  for the information he af-
forded in regard to the various industries
to be covered by the Shops and Factories
Bill. His suggestion that the Bill should
be referred to a joint select ecommittee of
both Houvses is one which, I understand, has
heen made also by the leader of the Qpposi-
tion in another place, and one in which the
Government entirely coneur, It is a very
ijmportant Bill, affecting all sections of the
community, and one that should not be
enacted without due inguiry. I do mnot

"1914 te June 1920,
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think it will be found a bad Bill, as ome
apeaker has suggested; indeed it will be
found a very good Bill, although no doubt
it containg provisions to which both sides
will object. Reference has been made to
the cost of living and the Prices Regula-
tion Commission. I do’ pot ‘intend to say
anything in regard to the Bill now on the
Notice Paper, which I hope to explain to
the House in the course of the next few
days, but [ say it is entirely wrong to sug-
gest that the Prices Regulation Commission
has not served useful purposes. The annual
report of the Commission, dated 25th Aug-
ust, wag bhanded to me a few days age. In
view of the fact that amending legislation
was coming before the House, I immediately
took the report to the Premier and went
carefully through it with him. On my

‘recommendation he decided to have a suffi-

cient number of copies printed for distribu-
tion amongst members before the Bill is
presented. That being the case, I intend to
make only two brief references to the "re-
pert to-might, Mr. Knibbgs in his June
report--and the figures are practically
the same in the July report, which
appears in this morning’s issue of
the *‘West Australian’’—points out that
Western Australia shows the lowest rate of
increase in prices of commodities from July
The several rateas of
inerease are as follows: New South Wales,
88.7; Victoria, 94.2; Queensland, 94.6;
South Australia, 79.9; Tasmania, 78; West-
ern Australia, 56.8. Not merely is our rate
of increase the lowest on the list, but it is
very considerably the lowest, covering the
period from July 1914 to June 1920.
is all the more remarkable whea it is re-
membered that a great many of the eom-
modities comprised in that review are im-
ported into Western Australia from Vie-
toria, for instance, which shows an increase .
almost double cur own, In this report quite
a number of very interesting matters ara
dealt with, particularly the daily require-
ments of every household. It 15 .demon-
strated that although there have been in-
creases in prices, those increases have been
very small indeed, compared with what
would have taken place had this Commis-
sion mot been in existence; and not only
that, but they are small compared with in-
creases in corresponding lines 'in other
States. Thus, the people of+Western. Aus-
tralia have for many months past besn eat-
ing Victorian jams at 23d. per. tin less than
the Victorians are paying. The reason is
that the loeal tradesmen had entered into
considerable contracts before the price of
sugar went up. When the price of sugar
was raised, that of jam also was raised in
the East. But it was within the knowledge
of the Prices Regulation Commissionera here
that local traders hiad entered into big con-
tracts at the lower price, and the Commis-
sioners were able to provide that all the
jamn bought at the lower price should be
gold to consumers in Western Australia at

That -
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‘the lower price, with the Tesnlt that for
months past, jam imported from Vietoria
‘has been selling in Western Australia at a
‘lower price than it is sold in Vietoria. So,
too, in regard to hutter. In each of these
lines large sums of money have been saved
to the Western Australian consumers, be-
cause of the operations of the Prices Regu-
lation Commission. TFertiliser is another item
in which there has been an inerease of 8. 6d.
per tom, whereas the inerease which the
companies demanded and were determined
to enforce was 103, 8d. per ton. It was never

contemplated that the Prices Regulatioun .

Commigsion would be able to prevent mat-
urd] inereases in the cost of living; all
‘that was contemplated was that the Cam-
nfission would be able to check unjustified
increases, and I thipk it can be demon-
- strated thaf the Commission has ‘done a
great deal in that direction, One direction
‘in which the Commission has not done much
is in. regard to softgoods, which it has not
‘been able to deal with, not because of any
defect in the legislation, but simply becauvse
-a Commission of three men with so large
a State to cover, cannot do everything.
They have engaged themselves chiefly with
the daily requirements of .the people in the
matter of food, and I think they have done
excellent work, They have also done very
good work in ‘bringing into notice economie
errors in the matter of distribution of .com-
modities. Reference has been made to the
question .of the milk supply. The Commis-
gion submitted a report to me in the
‘beginning of May, pointing out the
enormous unnecessary .cost of the distribu-
tion of milk, I forwarded the report to
the 'Commissioner of Public Health and in-
" gtructed “him that whilst T was away in
the North-West he should hdve exhaustive
inquiries made throughout the Common-
wealth and ¢lsewhere on this qguestion of
the cost of distribution, and also onm the
question of the securing of an absolutely
pure  milk supply to  the people.
I am mot going to read this report, becanse
a great deal of it has already heen .published,
but the inguiries made showed .a most ex-
traordinary condition of affairs so far as
milk deliveries are .concerned. T do not
think there can be the slightest doubt that,
if the city of Perth authofities, who I think
are the proper people to do it, will take this
matter uyp and establish a central distri-
buting depot for the ecity, they will- be able
to ensure an absolutely pure supply to the
people, they will be able to pay to-the pro-
ducer a bigger price than he is getting to-
day, and they will be able to supply the con-
sumer at a cheaper rate than is possible to-
day.
‘Hon. T. Moore: By socialising it9

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: No,
it is a sound business method. There is noth-
ing socialistie about it '

Hon. A. H. Panton: It would be taken
out of the hands of private enterprise.

[COUNCIL.] }

‘The MINTSTER FOR EDUCATION: Not
at all. Private people would still continue
to distribute the milk, but in not the same
way as at present. They would have their fixed
areas in which to deliver, but they would get
their milk from a common supply. This
scheme has been tried in other places.
‘have a long report of the practice followed
in' Wellington, The Commissioner of Public
Health will be visifing Wellington in the
eourse of a week or two, and intends to make
further investigations. There, T understand,
thé scheme has proved very successful. The
Minister controlling the department ‘n
Queensland recently visited Wellington "and,
on returning to Queensland, he advised the
munieipal authorities of Brisbane fo put the
scheme into operation.

Her. A, H. Panton:
would take control.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION.
They do not take control of the -dairies or of
the distribution. They merely establish a de-
pot to which the milk is taken, and from
there it is served out to the distributors whoe
distribute it. The same thing applies to
bread. The Commission have found that, in
many cases under® the present controlled
price of 544, per loaf, it is extremely Qiffl-
-cult for bakers, except those in a big way -of
business, to make a reasanable profit. I have
seen the halance sheets of -some of the bakers,
and the profits they are making are not
large. I do mot mind saying that some &f
the profits being made are Jinadequate, but
when we take into consideration the expen-
sive method of distribution, it cannot be econ-
tended that the comsmmer is paying too little.
The cost of distribution in many .cases ex-
ceeds ithe wages cost .of .production. That
should not be the .case. It is no vncommon
thing for the .carts of five hakers to be seen
in one small street, and unot one of them be-
longing to a baker in the neighbourhood,
although there were bakers in the neigh-
bourhood serving -people five and 10 miles
away. Attention is directed to these things
because, with the tremendons inerease in the
eost of living, people realise the necessity for
saving where they can. I do not intend to
say anything more aboui the report because
it will be placed in the hands of the mem-
bers in the course of a few days, but I ask
them to pay particular attention to these
matters as this is a direction in which a re-
duction in the cost of commeodities might be
effected. - -

Hon. G. J. G. W. Miles: Do you propose
to regulate -the distribution of milk and
bread?

- The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
The suggestion ha® been made in regard to
both those commodities and the matter is
Leing considered. In order to secure a pure
milk supply, there is ample justification for
the municipality establishing a central de-
pot., To deal with bread, however, is a some-
what different proposition, but something
should be done to prevent the present over-
lapping. I know a lot of members are net-

The munigipality
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vous about trying anything mnew, but we
have to face the fact—and it is a fact—that
the old element of competition in trade
lias almost disappeared. Competition is the
thing which protecte? both the consumer
and the producer. Both were protected by
the competition amongst traders. This com-
petition has to a large extent disappeared,
and something else must be substituted for
it in order to proteet the consumer and the
producer,

Hen. G. J. G. W. Miles:
overlapping?

The MINIRTER ¥FOR EDUGATION: 1
have not the slightest hesitation in saying
that if the Prices Regulation Commission
were abolished to-morrow, there would be a
Iarge' increase in’ thie price of mawy commao-
dities which no household can do without.
I do not intend to say much about the ques-
_tion of unimproved land values taxation.
There is a great deal to be paid' in favour
of it. Some members seem to think it is the

To prevent the

one form of taxation that eannot be passed -

on. As a matter of fact, the primary pro-
" ducer, the man on the land growing wheat
and wool, if subjeéted to an unimproved
land tax, cannot pas3 that twzation on.
That is & certainty. We are always told,
however, that this is not the man whom it is
_ttesired to hit, but the city land owner, that
he will pay the tax and that, therefore, we
should put on a big, rosy land tax, Where
woudd sueh a land tax hit'hardest? Lln Hay-
atreet, I suppose, where the values are high,
Would not the property owner there pass it
on¥ Of course ke would. The amount of the
tax would ba added to his working coats,
gnd would be inelided in the price of the
goods he s0ld. TLand taxation can be passed
om, though not by the primary producer. It
could be gud would be passed on in the case
of the owners of city properties. )
. Hon.. . Moore: Not on vaeant. city pro-
perties.. ) .
- Ther MINISTER FER EDUCATION : I
agree that there is a good deal to be said in
favour of a higher rate, and we do impose
" higher taxation om vacant city property. An-
other thing which members. might consider

is this: They suggest a land tax to pay the

interest and sinking fund on the railways.
It would need a pretty heavy land tax to do
that. It would mean about tem times the
existing tax. Having done that, we wounld
hring down freights and fares comsiderably
below what they are, becanse we would ex-
peet the railwaya to pay only actual working
expenses. Ther what would become of an
institution like the Midland Railway Com-
pany, If it were permitted to charge the
present freights, the people it served would

he paying twice over. They would be paying.

the increased land tax and also the high
freights. Under its Act the Midland Rail-
way Company would be bound to adopt the
freights and fares charged by the Govern-
ment Railways. .

, Hen. J. Ewing: You would have to acquire
the railway. .
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THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Even if such taxation was sound other-
wige, which I do not admit is a fact,
we could not honestly and decently put 1t
into torce without acquiring the Midland
line: I think members might very well feel
some little grievances against the Farmars’
and Hettlers’ Associatiomw in regard to this
matter of the land tax. At the eonference
held a little aver 12 months ago, the associa-
tion , decided in favour of an unimproved
land tax for the purpose of reducing rail-
way treights and fares. The proposal came
befora this Housc; Mr. Stewart made retfer-
enee to it during. his speech on the Address-
irreply. I have looked up the ‘‘Hansard’’
report’ of the debate last year when the mo-
tion was carried, and [ do not find that Mr.
Htewart protested against it. I do not find
that he voted against it; in fact he was
gilent. He neither spoke against it nor voted
apgainst it. The strongest arguments ad-
vanced by Mr, Dodd and others who sup-
ported’ the motien on that occasion wera
that the farmers were suppozed to be inm
favour of it, and this House, by a small vote,
and’ by a narrow majority, 11 votes to 8,
approved of the motion. Bince that time the
farmers have met again and have reversed
their decision. It is mow said that the taxa-
tion of unimproved land valunes is a bad
thing and, among their representatives in this
Houose, Mr. Stewart comes along and says
what a foolish thing it wag for the House
to pass this motion 12° months ago.

Hon, G. J. G. W, Milds: He is.ps change-
able as the Government,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
shall have much pleasure ir bringing under
the notice of my colleague, the Minister for
Mines, the mnepessity for amending the
Workers’ Compensation Act. No doubt eir-
cumgtances have altered since the Act was
passed. and, in fact, a great deal of our
legislation will need to be altered to meet
the altered cirenmstanees. It i3 not fair
that a workman- who, under & eourt award,
receives a wage of £6 per week, should, in
consequence, be deprived from participation
in the benefits provided by the Workers'
Compensation Aet. I shall also bring under
the notice of the Minister Mz, Dodd’s appeal
in behalf of the Mine Workers’ Relief- Funil.
Mr. Dodd, whose speech interested all of wus
very mnch, was not guite acecurate in saying
that the new freights had put a burden of
£50,000 per annum on the goldfields. . In the
past six and a balf months the hurden om
the goldfields amounted to £16,000. These
increased railway freights were very fairly
proportioned. -+ The biggest increase was 1ls.
per ton surcharge which applied chiefly to
the metropolitary community and to short
freights to ports. The 1s. & ton. on a short
freight is 2 hig charge, but on a long freight
it -amounts .t¢ 2 very {irifling percentage.
TUnder the new rates, the metropolitan com-
munity have paid £54,000, the goldfields com-
minity £16,000, and the country £59,000. X

“think that was a very reasonable proposi-
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tion. TIf we are going to increase freiphts
and fares, someone has to pay the inereases,
and the someone, in the nature of things, is
bound to be the producer. :

Hon. G, J. G. W. Miles: ‘The man outback,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
The source of wealth has to bear the burden,
no matter how many hands the preduct
passes through. I fully appreciate what was
said in regard to the position of the mining
industry. The position i3 very serious in-
deed. I doubt whether many members realise
how few i3 the number of mines which are
peying their way at present. Quite a num-
ber bave shown a profit during the last year
oOF 60 because of the premium on gold, but
that premium is disappearing. It is not
going to continue, and when it does disap-
pear, a lot-.0f the hig mines, including the
mines which have been the baekbone of the
industry, will be working at a loss. 'The
position is that their reserves of rich ore
are becoming depleted. Every hundred feet
they go down, values become lower and costs
become higher. Fuel is getting scarce. The
further they have to go for it, the more they
have to pay for it. The position iz not one
which can be easily met. It is cansing the
Government very grave anxiety, and the
Minister and his officers are considering it
very seriously. If the hon, member, who
complained that the Government had not set
forth in the Speech exactly how they in-
tended to benefit the industry, has any sug-
gestions which will help the Government or
the induvstry in an extremely difficult posi-
tion, I hope he will trot them along, It is
a difficult problem when production costs exz-
ceed the value of the article produced, and
that is the position in:the gold mining in-
dugtry.

Hon. G. J. G. W. Miles: The Government
should assist the miner by paying a premium
or the tailings from the batteries,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
suggestion by Mr, Stewart that Government
experts should report on mining propositiona
offered to the public is one that requires to
be considered from.-both sides. It would be
very risky for the Government to say, ‘“Yes,
this is a proposition which ecan go to the
publie,’’ or ‘‘No, this is not a proposition
which should go to the publie,”’ Mining ia
a speculative business. People who go in
for it know they are in for a gamble. As
one who was on the poldfields in 1895, I
venture to say that, if expert opinion had
been ecalled in on what might be described
as the hest of the pgold mines of
Western Australia, fthey probably would
not have been offered to the public at all
Very dikely they would have been condemned.
All these points have to be considered be-
fore we can decide whether the Government
ahonld put its stamp on & mining proposi-
stion, sand say whether it shonld or should
not go to the public. Reference has been
made to the paragraph in the Speech relat-
ing to the North-West. I do not propose to

[COUNCIL.)

say much about that on this occasion. I
shall have a great deal to say abont it later
on, I must express my regret that Sir Ed-
ward Wittenoom was not able to get further
than Shark Bay. He told us something about
Shark Bay. 1If, on either of his, recent at-
tempts to reach his constituents in the Far
North, he had not been prevented by illness;
which T am sure we all regret, he would
have seen a good many things to interest
him and to tell us about. The position
of the North-West may be demonstrated
by a.few figures, In 1901 the population
of the North-West, that is the district from ,
just below Carnarvon northwards, was 7,786.
In the census of 1911 it was 9,235, At the ~
present time, according to the latest police
figures, those for the 30th June, 1920, it is
8,469, showing an absolute decline in the pop-
ulation. Now, that is a condition of affairs
that should, if possible, be remedied; and it
can be remedied. Referemce bas been
made to the Broome pearling indus-
try, and to the action of the Govern-
ment in inereasing the guarantee to
£180. ‘Some people thought we were taking
a risk. In advising that inerease I said, from

my own knowledge of what had happened in . -

the past, that if the Government guarantee
were put up to £180 it would be found that
the buyers would at once put up their price. *
The buyers were offering £190, The annual
holiday for the Mikado’s birthday was just’
about due then, At that time the luggers
come in for about a week or ten days, and
the owners have to pay their crews. The
small men then have to sell; and the buyers
who had entirely withdrawn for some montha,
appeared on the scene just when the boata
were coming in. If the small men had then
been ‘offered £190 for their shell, they would
have had to take it. The position as it ap-
pealed to me was that if the Government
offeerd a guarantee of £180, the price offered
by the buyers would improve. As a fact,
immediately upon the Government’s guaran-
teeing £180, the buyers jumped to £210. The
men who were bound to sell sold at £210,
which I do not think was a fair price. We
do not get out of the Broome pearling in-
dustry what we should get out of it.
Hom, G. J. G. W. Miles: What about =
compulsory poolf -
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
That is the aim of the Government at the
present time, I notice from a telegram ap-
pearing in the Press to-day that the Broome
people are at work on the question. We want,
the Broome pearlers to combine and make
some sort of a pool among themselves, If
they did that the Government would be per-
fectly justified in standing behind the indus-
iry, even for a higher guarantce than the
present one. There is no reason why any
community that has command, te a large ex-
tent, of a mneeded commodity should not get
a fair price for it. In the past there have
heen violent fluetuations in the price of
_ pearlshell, and the dealer has made the
money. The getter of the  shell has fre-
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quently had to accept a low price and the
buyer has always had to pay a high price,
the dealer making the money. The dealer
should not be permitted to bleed the getter
at one end and the user at the other, as he
bas done in the past. We have recently re-
ceived the report of Mr, Hobler, the Com-
, monwealth ‘engineer, on the North-West, 1

would like to read one brief extract from -

his report referring to that portion of
the country between Derby and Wymdham
that is now largely unoccupied, and the first
step towards the oceupation of which must
be the opening up of a considerable harbour,
work which is at present engaging the atien-
‘tion of the Commonwealth Government, Mr.
Habler says—

Napier, Broome Bay, is a splendid land-
locked harbour with a good, safe, deep and
straight entrance to the open sea. The
greatest depth of water in the harbour at
low apring tides is 20 fathoms, running to

" four fathoms close to the shore. The area
of navigable water inside this’ harbour is
260 square miles, comparing withk about
17 square miles in 3ydney harbour. The
two headlands and the islands forming
the entrance to the bay are all high land.
Along the seuthern shores of the bay large
areas of rich soil and well-grassed plaing
exist, extending Tor some distance inland.
Rise and .fall of spring tides is only. 12
feet, probably the smallest rise and fall of
tide in any of the harbours between
Derby and Wyndham, This harbour is
also the cutlet for three large river sys-
‘temsg—King Edward, Carson, Drysdale,
and their tributaries. These three rivers
together drain a total of approximately
12,500 square miles, 8,000,000 . acres of
<onmntry, about 3,958 square miles, 2,533,000
acres of which is at present hetd under
leage. Of the remainder nearly all of it
is reported to be excellent pastoral country.

Now that is only characteristic of what

“might be said about large tracts of country
in the North-West, Mr, Ewing referred to

the comparative indebtedness of the various,

Btates of the Commonwealth, There again
the comparison is very unjust to Western
Australia, unless the circumstances are ex-
plained. Take Vietoria, with an indebted-
ness of £56 per head. Now, Victoria is a
‘gmall compact Btate with a large popula-
tion long established. But, in addition -to
that, in Vietoria a great many things that
we carry here in our public indebtedness
‘are excluded altogether. In Vietoria those
tkings are under boards—harbour boards,
water boards, tramway boards,,, Many
‘things which appear in the State indebted-
nesa of Western ,Australia are excluded
from the Btate. indebtedness of Victoria, be-
cause they are financed by separate boards.
T am not arguing as to whether it is a bet-
ter system or a worse system than ours, but
"when one is comparing the indebtedness of
Btatés one has fo remember that in the
other States 'a great number of activities
which are operated by the Government

~wery unfortunate time,
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here, and the cost of which appears under
our indebtedness, are excluded entirely.
When one comes to States like South Aus-
tralia and Queensland, one finds that their
indebtedress per head is not %0 very much
lower than that ‘of Western Australia,
especially when one takes into consgidera-
tion the much longer time those States bave
been estahlished and the enormous area
that Western Australia has to deal with.
In that copnection one must tazke inte com-
land are in exactly the same difficulty. I have
sideration also the tremendous railway
mileage this State has per head of the popu-
lation—a greater railway mileage per head
of population than any other SBtate of the
Commonweslth, T have made inquiries as
to the fruit embarge to which Mr. Ewing
referred. T find that the control price in
England has recently been raised by 3s. 6d. a
case, raised to 24s, 4d. We have already made
representations to the British Government,
through the Agent General, pointing out
how unfairly in this .matter our growers are
treated. But -the position is that all the
apple growers who have sent apples to Eng-
land are in exactly the same difficulty. I have
no doubt the embarge will be lifted eventn-
ally, and I hope it will be lifted shortly. In
the meantime Western Australian pears
have been sold at up to 70s. per ease in
England. I believe the apple embargo came
about in this way, that becauss of the
urgent need for comserving every cubic foot
of shipping space in order to convey to the
people in the old country the things that
they absolutely required, fruit was barred
altogether. Then it waa insisted that apples
were a necessary of life, and accordingly
apples ware brought in as a contrelled
article, and they are still treated as a con-
trolled article. Pears, on the other hand,
are regarded as a luxury, and coms in in
the ordinary way and are sold in the ordin-
ary way; and our pears have brought up to
70a. per case. Our grapes have brought up
to £2 per case.

Hon. J. Ewing: But freights have te-
cently been put up too,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I -
understand that the Imperial Government
have commandeered the whole of the re-
frigerated space for mext season. What
the price is going to be I do not know. But
in that regard our growers are in the same
position as growers in the other parts of
the world. There is no doubt that the
Western Australian crchardist has struck a
It is always a diffi-
eult period for an industry when it has
overtaken the requirements of the local eon-
sumer and has not yet got its export trade
on a thoroughly sound basis. Now, the
Western Australian fruitgfower reached
that stage just at the time when, because
of the war, it was impossible to initiate an
export trade. But the condition is one that
I hope will shortly be overcome, and i
there is anything the Govertment can dn
to overcome it they will do it; "but they .
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have not much power in that direction. With
regard te Yampi Sound, we have the assur-
ance of the Minister for Mines that no
arrangement has been made with the
Queengland Government. Mr, Nicholson
scemed in doubt that secondary indusiries
were extending in Western Australia, Let
me give one instance. Jn 1914 we were
making ten per cent. of our butfer reguire-
ments, To-day we are making mnearly 30
per cent., and our butter production is ex-
panding rapidly in the face of a .great
many difficulties. Moreovér, quite a num-
ber of small industries have been estab-
lished, and established largely with the
assistance of the Government,

Hon. J. Nicholson : But they will not
absorb much population.

‘The MINISTER FOR EDTUCATION: No.
We ghdll have to depend on big industries
for that.

Hon. J, Nicholson: That was my point.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: In
that connection I ligtened, and I am sure
every member of the Homnse listened, with
keen appreciation to the wemarka of Mr.,
Moaore. His references to the woollen in-
- dwstry appealed :to me partieularly. I made
exhaustive inquiries into the matter when
in Melbourne .some months ago, .and the
outstanding fact of the situation is that the
Anstralian annual production of wool is
worth abont 24 millions sierling. That
value is sent abroad, and something like 50
millions sterling is added to it in manufae-
ture in other .,places. There we are not in
quite the same position as with regard to
pear] shell, but we .are in this position that
Augtralia produces so large a proportion of
high grade merino wool that other coun-
tries must have it in some form or other,
and they can just as well take it in the
finished article as in the raw material. .In
the past one of the greatest difficulties in
building up industries in Australia has
been the high eost of wages. But that diffi-
culty has largely disappeared. TEven in
Japan wages have gone up. However,
although undoubtedly there are instances of
the pernicious practice of go-slow in Aus-
tralia, still on the whole the Australian
worker, even allowing for his higher wages,
will hold his own with the workers of any
other part of the world. Taking wages on
the one hand and quality of men on
the other, there is mo obstacle to the estab-
lishment in Anstralia of soch an industry as
the woollen industry, except of course the
want of technical konwledge. That is an
ohstacle which may be overcome probably,
az I have previously suggested, by extending
our edueational system to train young men
in these indnstries.

Hon. J. Ewing: You are already doing it.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: We
are doing it in a small way when we ought
tobe doing it in a big way. I appreciate
the references of Mr. Rose and Mr. Miles {o
the North and the North-West. * What those
two ‘hon. members have said about the pion-

[COUNCIL.]

eers of that country cannot be too ofien re-
peated. The Ministerial party travelled
through that country in easy luxury in a
motor car, covering in a day distances that
the pioneers would have taken a week to ae-
complish., We had hospitable stations opened
to us almost daily. But even under, these con-

.ditions -one c¢ould in some measure appreciate

the difficulties and troubles which the men
who pioneered the country 20 or 30 years ago
had to put up with. One hon. member ques-
tioned yesterdlay the principle underlying the
dictum that ‘‘peace hath her victories mo
less renowned than war.’’ I think it is a
true saying, and I -consider that those pion-
cers of .the North are deserving a rell of
honour as magnificent as was their endeavour;
as enduring as will be the fruits of their tra-
vail. ‘We cannot poesibly say too much for
the mien and women who have pioneered the
North; and -although I realise fully the en-
ormous difficulties associnted with the devel-
opment of that .country, I .can aesure Mr.
Miles and .other members .0f this House that
it is my intention to devote myself, as far as
parliamentary and other business will permit,
to the guestion of eatablishing a continuous
policy for the North. For ope cannot do
anything in a week or a ménth or g year.
One must lay down a eontinuous ;policy to be
pursued and work on it steadily year by year,
looking forward perbaps to find in five or ten
years’ time a very mugh increased pobpula-
tion .and very greatly increased wealth. or
{ am satisfied that the North -is eapable of
this development. I should like to make just
a reference to the statement of Mr. Miles
that- private ships were bringing cattle dewn
from the North at 10s. per head less than the
Btate chargea. The position is that the Btate
was charging £4 10s. per head for bringing
cattle down., We found it impossible with
our State steamers and even with the Singa-
pore bosts to bring down sufficient eattle
and so we had to get another vessel. Tt was
diffienlt to get it, but we did get it, and the
freights charged by that ship were so much
bigger than our own that we had to increase
ours in order to average the freights. We
could not charge ome freight on this steamer
that we hired and another on our own hoats
and so we had to make a fixed freight of
£5 10s. The State steamers charged £4 151.64.,
which was 0s."less than the freight charged
by the private companies, but because of the
price demanded by the oaly private ship we
ecould secure, viz. €6 6s. per head, we had to
impose 2 charge of £5 10s. per hend, The
hon, member still seems satigfied that if the
Goyvernment had mot established a service on
the North-West coast that portion of the
State would have done just as well. 1 cannot
agree with him. My knowledge convinces me
that but for the State steawmers the North-
West -‘would have been in & bad way indeed.
I was not disposed to disevss the question of
the State steamers because we have in thig
House three gentlemen of standing in

the community representing the North
whese opinions are all different on
the subject. ‘There is Mr. Holmes =whe
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declares that the State was right in purchas-
ing the State steamers. Bir Edward Witt-
ennoom declares that the Government were
wrong, but now that we have steamers we
should keep them going. Then Mr. Miles
states that the Government were wrong in
purchasing steamers and should loge no time
in getting vid of ‘them. Those three gentle-
men can fight out the position amongst them-
selves and when they come to a common de-
cision there may then be something for me
to defend. I agree with what Mr. Miles has
said, that there should be a careful classifica-
tion of the pastoral lsases. I take exception,

however, to the rather extreme statement
the hon. member made in regard fto
the doctors who have occupied Gove-

ernment positions in the North-Weat, It
is  unfortumately true that there have
been appointed to positions in the North,
medical men who were mot suitable, but the
hon. member was too sweeping altogether
when he suggested that the enly doctors who
were sent to the North were drunken dere-
licts er were those who set themselves out to
rob the people. I know there ara men of
high standing occupying those positions,

Hon, @, J. G. W, Miles: You must admit
we have had the other class too.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Yes,
but it is not an ‘easy matter to induece pro-
fessiondl men to go so far away from the
opportunity of continuing their studies. It
is a matter that must be faced, and I say
unhesitatingly that the Premier is quite with
ma in the matter that if we camnot get good
men to'go up there without giving them more
money, we must give them additional remun-
ergtion. We cannot expect people to setile
in those distant parts without providing rea-
aonable ‘medical facilities, I -endorse swhat
has been said ahout the splendi@ work that
has beer done by, the Inlan@ Mission in that
part of Western Australin. Mr. Baglin took
the Governmeut to task for mot having es-
tablished the systemmn "of bulk handling of
wheat, I would point ouf, however, that we
are the smallest State in peint of numbers,
and noae of the -other States, .except New
Houth Wales, has introduced bulk handling.
New South Wales introduced it but in the
first year they had no harvest. The Govern-
ment eubmitted & Bill to Parliament a
couple of years ago, but it was thrown out
by this Chamber. That would have been
& rather dangerous 'thing for me to state be-
fore ithe .amendment which was moved to the
Addressin-reply was defeated, However, I
do mot think that hon. members will find .any-
thing -objectionable in the Bill ‘to provide for
bulk handling which will be imtrodneed later
on this gessign, The Governmeat are not
finding the money; they are only facilitating
the introduction of the scheme. With re-
gard to the remarks about the fishing indus-
try, the -Government have already assisted a
couple of companies in -this direction, one .at
Shark Bay and another at Bunbury.  And if
there are people anxions to embark on the
fishing trade they -should come along .and tell
us what they are prepared to do and what
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they want. With regard to the fishing har-

bour at ¥remantle, the position is that the

department struck a fault or a bad patch in

the quarry and the stone counld not be used.

It was necessary them to work through the

fault before the undertaking which was in

hand could be continued. The -work is now

praceeding but it is not the only work of im-

portance that has had to be delayed during -
the past few years of -stress -and difficulty.

The hon. member also took exception to the

fact that we had seftled only 3,000 soldiers
on the land and that 2,500 -atill remained to
be settled. T clazim that we have dome gool
work in settling 3,000 already, and if the
remaining 2,500 be settled insifle of twelve
months 1 will be good work. So far
as immigremts are concerned, there will
not ‘be amy .great number coming for
some litfle time. One thouwsand are
expected to -arrive in the course of a
few weehs, but I venture to -say that not-
withstanding the hon, member’s remark
about the -overatocked labour market, if there
were 10,000 here they could all -get jdbe .amd
wifhout -cutting wages, The building trade
is starving for ‘men. “Tradesmen of -course
would #find it easier 'to get joba than others.
It -is impossible te settle 3,000 people on fhe
land without those people requiring labonr.
The argumemnts used by Mr, Baglin -were the
argemende of a small section of the party to
which he belongs, whidh sectien has always
been opposed to immigration. The ‘hon,

member &lso referred to the staffs of the
Wooreloo Sanatorium, the Old Men’s Home
and the Hospital for the Insane, When those
institutions were under my ocontrol employees
wrote asking whether the Government would
be prepared to receive any objection to them
going to the Avbitration Court. T agreed te
their request but T think T -acted foolishly.
I should have mafde some "bones about it, but
I told them that there .was mo objection to
waive, that ‘they had a right to go ‘to the Ar--
bitration Court. When +they found that
they had am absolute right te go to the
court they did not go. They served a
citation on the -Government but never pro-
ceeded with it. It is_thelr own fault if
they have a grievance and if that griewanee
haa not been adjusted. Increases have -been
paid .and at the present time negotiations are.
proceeding. It is not the desire of the Gov-
ernment to treat employees other than gen-
erously. ‘The matter of shipwrights at Fre-
mantle I have referred to the Minister for
Works, and I ‘have no -doubt the right thing
will be ‘done. The hon. meniber advocated
that we should erect more workers’ homes.

There is mnecessity for more homes every-

where but it must be rememibered that the

Commonwealth Government have a heavy
obligation in erecting war service homes for

soldiers. There is a Limit ‘to the number of

bricks ‘that ecan be made ‘and -the number of

labourers available is s¥so 'Hurited, but at ‘the

same -time the building of homes iz going

on ag rapidly as possible. With regard to il
question «of "the Fair Rents Bill, T .think -theze
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iz only one State in the Commonwealth that
bas. sueh legislation; that is New South
Wales. The Government have taken steps with
a ,view of finding out  how the measure
operates there. Someztimes these things prove
to be two-edged swords. By introducing
Buch legislation we may make the position
worge by discouraging people from build-
ing. T do not propase to deal with the
subjeet of taxation at the present time be:
¢ause it is a matter that the Government
do not propose to finally comsider until the
Budget is introduced. Whatever-method of
faxation is imposed it is bound to be the

wrong ome in the view’ of some people.-

With regard to
I told Mr.
ing about the matters he referred to. It is
not in my department; but my experience of
that department was that definite Hnes were
laid down, and on top of that every ecase
was treated on its merits. I think as a de-
finite line, it was laid down that we shoumid
not give assistance to pensioners, but I know
exceptions are being made to-day. I would
be surprised to learn that the officers of the
department had refused relief to anyone who
deserved it. Mr. Hickey wanted to know.
how many soldiers had been settled on new
country. It is only a few days ago that
the question was asked in the House and the
information® was supplied. If that infor-:
mation is not sufficient T ean perhapa letnthe
hon, ‘member have more. The matter of the
Geraldton water supply is- one with which
I am familiar, and I know that an unfor-
tunate podition has arisen. The Min-
ister  for . Works- - had - a- report from
Mr.-~-0'Brien:sv.. He - was satisfied with
jt-andche wisvanxious to -help the Ger-
aldton :people. He-knew what delay would
mean, and he .said -that if the people were
prepared to -pay certain rates the Govern-
ment -would go on-with thé work, The Ger-
aldton people -agreed to that but in the
meantime the Engineer-in-Chief raised eer-
tain very -serious- -objections- t¢ the sug-
gested scheme, and I think in the interests
.of the Geraldton people the Government were
-dompelled, when “they had engineers at op-
yosite ‘poles; "to 'stay their hand and find
out what the position aectually was. I shall
ascertain now how matters stand, but I as-
sure the hon. member there is no desire on
the part of the Government to shirk any
work which will be in the interests of the
pecple of Geraldton. I again appeal for

the old age pensions,

forgiveness for my many sing of omigsion, and

if there are any matters I have not dealt with
I shall be glad if hon. members will bring them
under my notice by way of question or in
any other form. 1 have made notes of the
different suggestions which have been put
forward and will convey them to my ecol-
leagues.. I say in conclusion that most hon.
members in this .House recognise that the
present Government are faced with extreme
difficulties in- many directions,and that mo

matter what-measure of success they achieve

they are devoting’ themselves with singleness

Hickey that I knew noth--

[ASSEMBLY.]

of purpose in the endeavour to advanece the
best interests of Western Australia. A tone of
greater confidence exists. There is more
prosperity in Western Australia than has
been experienced for a long time, and I think
that the Government were quite justified in
including in the Governor’s Speech the ex-
pression of opinion that enterprise, energy
and goodwill amongst the people were the
only things required to make us. a much
more prosperous and bigger State than we
are at the pregent time,

Question put and passed;
adopted.

the Address

House adjourned at 10.17 p.m.
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QUESTION—MIDLAND COMPANY'S
LANDS, ASSESSMENT.

Mr. TROY asked the Colonial Treasurer:
1, What was the land tax. assessment on
Midland Company’s lands for the years 1917,
1918, 1919% 2, What amount of faxation has
been paid, and what amount, if any, is still

owing the State?’ .

The COLONIAL TREASURER replied: .1,
Amount of assessments on land held on 30th
June, 1917, £1,466 81, 10d.; 30th June, 1918,
£1.453 14s. 4d.; 30th June, 1919, £1 388 123,
2d.; total, £4,308 15s. 4d. 2, Amount of tax
paid in vespect to land held on 30th June,
1917, £1,466 8s. 10d.; 30th June, 1918, £720
9s. 11d.; .30th June, 1919, £1,388 .12s. 24.;
total, £3,575 10s. 11d. Amount -of credit



